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THE SPIRIT OF

ANCIENT ROME

BY W. WARDE FOWLER, M.A.

REEK and Roman civilisations are
two component parts of one great
whole. Politically the form of state and
the ideas of government which we meet
in Greece and Italy are substantially the
same. Greek literature, art, and science
survived with abundant vitality through-
out the period which we roughly call
Roman ; in half of the Roman empire
Greek was the universal language, and
every educated Roman of the later period
spoke and wrote Greek almost as easily as
Latin. Roman literature was modelled
upon Greek ; every Roman poet thought
it a matter of duty to imitate some Greek
original. The Christian fathers wrote
both in Greek and lLatin, and thus Chris-
tian thought was passed on into the Middle
Ages strongly tinged with both Greek and
Roman ideas. .

Yet Rome was very far from being
merely an outgrowth of Greece. Rome
grew from her own root, and Greek ideas
were grafted on to her stock only after it
had attained a certain maturity of its own.
Rome made an independent
Original contribution to the great whole
Cultere Which we may call Mediter-

ranean -civilisation, and thus
also to the civilisation which we may call
modern and European. The Roman spirit,
though it came to be so greatly affected
by the Greek spirit as to tempt us to
call it Graeco-Roman, did in reality sur-
vive all through the history of the Roman
people, and it is the object of this sec-
tion to trace it continually at work.

166

Rome's

Let us begin by asking what was the
peculiar contribution of the Romans, as
distinct from that of the Greeks, to that
great Grazco-Roman whole on which our .
modern civilisation is. so largely based ?
We can separate it from the other chief
contributing element if we steadily bear
in mind two facts. First, Rome became
the guardian of Greek civilisa- -

Guardian 4,1 after the political and
of Greek .
... . material decay of Greece;
Civilisation - 10
she supplied the military

force and the organising genius which
saved the choicest products of the Greek
spirit for centuries from destruction at the
hands of semi-barbarous peoples of the
east and wholly barbarous peoples of the
north ; and when at last the invaders
broke through the barriers she had planted,
her spirit was still so completely in the
ascendant as to move them with an awe
which secured the immortality of her long-
guarded treasures. Secondly, the Roman
genius for public and private law supplied
a common basis of orderly life for the
whole Graco-Roman world. Mommsen,
the great historical exponent of Roman
law, defined law as state interference in
the interests and passions of humanity.
Applying this to the work of Rome
in the world, we may say that in her
a state power at last arose, after long
periods of tentative and unintelligent
government, which did so effectually inter-
fere among the interests and passions of
humanity in that Graco-Roman world
that ‘we still feel it at work among us.
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The Roman “ civil law " is still the basis
of our best conceptions of jurisprudence.
These two facts, the military defence of
civilisation, and the legal ordering of
human life, may both be summed up in a
single expression—the Roman peace (pax
Romana). Roman arms defended civi-
lisation, allowing no enemy to invade its
sacred precincts; and Roman

';l;;n law was thus able to develop
Peace 1tself leisurely and peacefully,

to the infinite and permanent
benefit of mankind.  Incidentally, we
may note that room was found under this
Roman peace for the growth of Chris-
tianity, the most remarkable phenomenon
of the later Graeco-Roman period.

Such then was the main result of the
work of Rome ; and it shows us that the
Roman had two great qualities which were
denied to'the Greek, and which, taken
together, constitute what we may call the
Roman spirit. The Roman could fight,
not only in short campaigns or in single
battles, but in long and protracted
struggles, constantly defeated, yet never
permanently losing ground, and holding
tenaciously to the main object of securing
a territory or organising a frontier. And
he had the power of orderly government,
taking shape not merely in a neat legal
code suited to a single city-state, but
adapting itself to the needs of a great
variety of peoples, incorporating their
usages, learning from their experience,
yet subordinating all this variety to a
single great end. In the possession of
these two qualities the Romans seem to
have stood alone among all the peoples of
the Mediterranean basin. We see them at
work throughout the whole of Roman
history, in spite of many dark periods and
many national shortcomings. Can we
account for them by any reference to early
Roman experience ?

To some extent we may get an idea of
the conditions under which they deve-
loped, even if we cannot alto-

ffonkil;::.‘: * gether explain them, by fixing
Development OUL attention on some unques-

tioned facts in the early history
of Italy. Letuslook at the map, and mark
well the position of Rome in relation to
Italy and the peoples inhabiting it. The
long, narrow peninsula is cloven in two
parts by the river Tiber, the largest stream
south of the Po, draining almost the whole
middle portion of the mountainous region
of Central Italy. The whole country to
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the north of the Tiber, when Rome first
appeared on the scene, was held by the
Etruscans—a mysterious people, whose
origin is still unknown, a warlike people,
spreading their dominion far to north and
south, and an adventurous people, building
fleets and engaging in commerce in the
Western Mediterranean. To the south of
the Tiber lay the territory of the Latins,
extending over what we now call the Latin
Campagna, on which from east and south
the outskirts of the Apennines look down,
then inhabited by peoples related to the
Latins, but at constant feud with them.
The natural centre and citadel of Latium
is the Mons Albanus, which rises some
miles to the south of Rome to a height of
3,000 feet. But this was too far from the
river, the natural frontier against the
Etruscans, to defend the Latins from these
enemies ; what was needed was not only
a citadel of refuge, but an outpost to anti-
cipate the need of such a citadel.

Rome was this outpost ; sitting astride
of the river in the post of danger, about
twenty miles from, its mouth, holding land
on both banks, guarding the sacred
wooden bridge which might be broken at
* any moment, and owning the

Romeat . Suth itself of the river with a
the Outpost

settlement there by way of
of Danger

port (Ostia), she was obviously
exposed to continual strain, while the
kindred and allied peoples in her rear
enjoyed comparative peace. Here we have
something at least of the secret of Rome’s
genius for war; her training in the art
of war was not that of a petty community
apt to attack a neighbour or to be attacked
by him, to raid or be raided. in the course °
of a summer; it was that of a people
having a continual duty before them,
many miles of frontier to hold, constant
liability to surprise and defeat, yet bound
by sheer necessity to cling for very life
to their position, and when and where
possible, to advance and strengthen it.
Such advance, as time went on and the
position was still held, became ever more
possible and more tempting ; the Tiber
valley was the natural entrance-into the
heart of Italy. So it came about that
the Romans, having learnt their lesson of
military endurance 'in the school of de-
fensive warfare, were able to put it to use,
in the slow but steady acquisition of the
dominion of the whole peninsula. For of
them alone could it be said, as the his-
torian Tacitus said of the Chatti people
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in Germany, that other peoples went out
to battle, but the Romans went out to war.

But warfare of this steady, dogged
kind, in which the Roman people have
hardly ever been equalled, cannot be
carried on without a habit of discipline,
of obedience to constituted authority,
for which the military position of Rome
will not by itself account. To explain
this we must turn to that other great
quality of this wonderful people—the
instinct for law and government. Can
we find, in the internal organisation of
the Roman people, or in their early
experience, anything which helps us to
explain not only their later genius for law,
but their instinct for order and discipline ?

One fact we know which will go a long
way towards supplying the explanation
we need. From the earliest times the basis
of Roman society was the family; and
the family was organised and governed
on a principle at once simple and stringent.
It was under the absolute authority of
the head of the household (pater familias),
subject only to the tradition that in matters
of great moment he should consult his
relations in a family council. Wife and
s children were “‘in his hand,”
the Modsg. 2nd had nolegal status of their
for the State VI3 and in all the relations
of the family to the beings both
human and divine who dwelt around them
he was absolute arbiter. He was chief
priest of the family, and on his knowledge
of the ritual necessary to the propitiation
of its deities or the discovery of their will
the very existence of it depended; for
without the proper rites and formule—so
the Romans at all times firmly believed—
the gods could not be induced to perform
their functions as guardians of the land
and its products, on which the family
subsisted. Thus there must have grown
up, long before the state came into being,
the idea of authority, both civil and
religious, vested in a single individual,
to defy which was almost impossible and
unthinkable, because the safety and welfare
of the ruled depended absolutely on the
ruler.

It was only natural that as the state
gradually arose, built upon a concentra-
tion of families, its order of government
should be based on the same ideas and
traditions. In the earliest form of Roman
state of which we know anything, the
king (rex) was the sole interpreter of
civil and religious law, subject only to

the tradition that in civil matters of great
moment he-should consult a council of
heads of families (senaius), and in matters
of religious difficulty a college of persons
skilled in religious law and ritual (ponti-
fices, augures); in war he was probably
even more absolute than at home. Thus
there developed itself that wonderful

LS conception, the mperium of
gbed'”“ the the chpief magistratc{? of rex in

) sl the earliest age, and of consuls
of Citizenship Lage, 3

and their representatives
afterwards, in which a Roman of all ages
recognised a state force, which it was prac-
tically impossible for him to defy, because,
like the members of the family, he had
learnt that all that made life worth
living for him depended upon his obedience
to it. For this famous word, smperium,
the Greeks had no real equivalent; it
sums up the genius of the Roman for
discipline, whether in the observance of
civil and religious order at home, or in
obeying their commanders in the field.
Even the limitations placed upon it as
time went on—the discovery, for example,
that the voice of the people is necessary
to make a legal enactment binding on
all, and to confirm a magisterial sen-
tence of death—do but bear out the truth
that this people had an instinct for law
and order, for while they recognised the
necessity of modifying their institutions
to suit changed conditions of life, they never
lost sight of the supreme value of the idea
of wmperium, or of that wholesome ad-
junct of it, the idea that its holder should
in matters of moment consult those who
were qualified to advise him.

Thus the Roman character was built
up under a combination of external
warfare and internal discipline.  This
character, as we might expect, was not
altogether a pleasing one; but it was
admirably adapted for the work Rome
had to do in the world. The typical
Roman was hard, stubborn, narrow, un-
sympathetic ; he was intellec-

Traitsof  (ally somewhat slow, wanting
the Roman . :

in the quickness and ver-
Character

satility that characterised the
Greek ; wanting also in imagination, and
in the adventurousness which is the
practical side of the imaginative faculty.
Deeds pleased him more than words, and
it was long before he began to learn the
wonderful resources of his own tongue.
Seriousness (gravitas) in all his conduct,
public and private, was the quality he
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most admired, and this was expected
also in married women, and even in chil-
dren. He was not indeed without a certain
sense of humour, but his humour was
rough and apt to be coarse, and later on
in literature developed into satire, the
one original contribution of the Romans
to literary form. In morals the Roman

seems to have been strict

;‘m::ln 4 rather thandelicate, andalways
Eis | more lenient to the man than

to the woman; in religion he
was—Ilike all Ttalians, ancient and modern
—peculiarly superstitious, but here his
natural tendency was checked and regu-
lated by his religious law and its admini-
strators. This and all other tendencies to
emotional excess or display were discour-
aged both in public and private life;
marriages ‘‘ for love,” for example, were
quite unknown, and at all times in Roman
history love was an illicit passion only.
The emotional characters with whom we
meet in later times, such as Cicero and
Catullus, were not Roman by descent ;
and Virgil, who stands alone in Roman
literature for sympathy and tenderness,
was perhaps of Gallic blood. Casar, on
the other hand, a true Roman by birth,
had all the old characteristics of the
race, but tempered by the courtesy and
humanitas which had come in with Greek
education and a wider experience of the
world.

The character thus built up was put to
severe trial in the third century B.c.
The invasion of Pyrrhus and the long
first struggle with Carthage strained the
endurance and resources of the people to
the utmost ; but the war with Hannibal
was a trial such as no people has ever
gone through before or since, and survived.
Fortunately, Rome had by this time
become the head of what may loosely be
called an -Italian federation, using her
conquests not to destroy the conquered,
but to unite them with herself on terms
by which both might profit;
and the additional strength
thus gained was enough to
disappoint Hannibal’sexpecta-
tions and, materially speaking, to carry
her through the ordeal. Yet it is none the
less true that it was the Roman spirit
that saved her—the * courage never to
submit or yield,” the tenacity that was the
result, as with the Boers of the Transvaal,
of an imperfect education and a narrow
range of vision. For fourteen years her
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The Greatest
Ordeal
in History

deadly enemy was in Italy, bent with an
incredible vindictiveness on her destruc-
tion, ever victorious, and with famine and
pestilence at his heels; but the great
Roman families never gave up hope or
allowed themselves to be beaten, and the
people, trained to trust them, never reall
tailed to answer to the call of duty. Who-
ever would really understand the Roman
character, with all its strong and weak
points, should read the story of this great
struggle, and note how in such a crisis
in the history of civilisation the victory
lay ultimately with the people that could
endure and obey. :
And such a study is all the more valuable,
because from this time forward the Roman
character began to deteriorate. Rome
passed safely through the struggle, but at
the cost of the best part of her strength,
moral as well as physical. The strain had
been too great for her, and, indeed, for
Italy as a whole. It is difficult to trace the
subtle processes by which such a trial
can affect the nervous tissue of the people,
weakening its virility, laying it open to
the temptation to indulge in ease, to look
for wealth and comfort, and so gradually
destroying the sense of duty

Aftermath 4 vards family, state and gods.

of Rome’s X B

s And here, indeed, it is not pos-
uccess

sible to say more than that a
careful study of the two centuries that
followed the war will show that alike in
family life, in religion, in the performance
of state duties, the Roman fell rapidly
away from the old ideal of conduct ; the
true Roman spirit seems to have vanished.
The state went on conquering and organis-
ing her conquests. Rome became thearbiter
of the whole civilised world ; but the spirit
in which the work was done was not that
which had built up an Italian federation,
and driven Hannibal out of Italy.

It is now the individual Roman who
comes to the front, seeking his own
advancement ; and this simply means
that the best . qualities of the old
type were failing, and the worst gaining
strength. The individual had been sub-
ordinated to the state, and had found his
best life in that subordination. In for-
getting the state and working for his own
ends, he simply gave the chance of growth
to all his lower instincts, and neither
Greek philosophy nor an improved system
of education had the least power to
check this growth permanently. We meet,
indeed, with a few leading men of a finer

Ly
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type than Rome had yet produced—
Scipio Amilianus, the two Gracchi,
Mucius Scavola, Sertorius, who added
the grace of learning and humanity to
much of the old cast of character; but
the typical Roman of this age was the man
who gained office by corruption, plundered
the provincials whom he was called -upon
to rule, and then retired into luxurious
ease to enjoy the fruits of his misdoings.

The result of this deterioration was that
Rome ceased to perform adequately that
function for which, as we saw, she was
wanted in the world; Mediterranean
civilisation was no longer protected
securely from enemies within and without.
In the western half of her empire wild tribes
from the north invaded the province of
Gaul at the end of the second century B.C.,
and finally penetrated even into Northern
Italy ; and the defeats the Roman armies
suffered at their hands were due, not to
the skill of the enemy as in the Hannibalic
war, but to bad discipline and the cor-
ruption of generals. Then for nearly forty
years Mithradates of Pontus continued
to menace the Greek half of the empire,
and at one time overran the province of
The Leaven Asia, and was with difficulty
of ~ beaten back from the walls of
Breation Athens. The sea was infested

with pirates, and no traveller’s
life or property was safe. All this was due
to the supineness of the Roman govern-
ment, and to the violence of party faction,
in which the true interest of the state and
of civilisation were lost to view. The
Senate, the great council which had
carried Rome safely through so many
dangers, seemed to have lost its capacity
for business, and wasted time in personal
quarrels or in satisfying the interests of
individuals.

Even after it had been reorganised and
politically strengthened by Sulla it failed
to hold the empire together effectually,
and each provincial governor ruled his
province only for his own advantage, or
for the advantage of the companies of tax-
collectors (publicant), with whom all
Romans of property invested their capital.
Thus the administration of the law was
unsound and corrupt throughout the
empire, for in every province it depended on
the caprice of the governor, and the money
extorted from the provincials was used at
home for corrupt purposes in the courts.
The genius of Rome for, law as well as for
warfare might well seem to have deserted

{
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her. Unless the Roman spirit could be
revived, the prospect for civilisation was
dark indeed. True, Roman literature
grew in this melancholy period into great-
ness ; the intense individualism of the age
left us at least one valuable legacy in the
works of such men as Cicero, Lucretius,
and Catullus; sound and able men like
Mucius Scaevola, and Sulpicius

:::v;::m Rufus carried the philosophic
Spirit treatment of jurisprudence to a

height which it had never yet
reached in any state. But in the field of
action, whether in war or government,
we can hardly find a trace of the old
Roman spirit.

Yet this spirit was to be revived, but
not in the body politic, which it had once
animated. That body politic no longer
existed ; the Roman city-state had been
merged in something new and strange,
which we call empire, but to which the
Romans themselves were only just begin-
ning to apply that famous word of theirs—
smperium. The Roman citizen body was
scattered all over this empire, and prob-
ably the meanest part of it was that which
played at politics for money in the capital.
The forms of the old constitution were
still there, but-they were forms without
substance. No vital force underlay them ;
neither magistrates nor senate, and not
even the people, understood what the con-
dition of the civilised world called on them
to do, or had the will and energy to do it.

If in such an age the Roman spirit
was to be revived, this could be done only
by the character and gen us of some indi-
vidual having the necessary understanding
and the necessary will, the understanding
capable of grasping the conditions of the
problem which Rome had to face—the
defence of the frontiers and the internal
organisation of the empire-—and the will
to carry this work through with infinite
patience and perseverance. The actual
material for the accomplishment of this
great task must now be drawn

The Times ot only from Rome or even
Call for a

from Italy, but from all the
Great Man

resources of the empire; the
army must henceforth be organised on an
imperial basis, and the host of workers in
the domain of peaceful organisation must
be recruited from east and west alike.
But the animating spirit of it all was
still to be Roman, and if it was to be
found anywhere, must be found in an
individual Roman of genius and industry.
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Such a man was C. Julins Cesar, a true
Roman of one of the oldest patrician
families, and, as has been already said,
not without some traits of the old Roman
character. We may allow that for the
greater part of his life, like most of his
contemporaries, he was playing for his own
hand; but the last fifteen years of it hespent
in continual hard work, to

A which he brought anamdunt
Greatest Roman en s a :

q of insight and determina-
Statesman

tion such as had never yet
been combined in a Roman statesman. His
first work was the creation of an army thor-
oughly disciplined, ready to go anywhere
and do anything, with which he con-
quered the great province of Gaul, hence-
forward to become the most valuable of
all the Roman possessions, and established
a permanent frontier for the empire in the
Rhine and the ocean, removing far from
Italy all danger of immediate invasion.
That he found himself compelled to use
this' army for the overthrow of the old
constitution we may regret ; but in this
he was perhaps more sinned against than
sinning. When he had grasped supreme
power, he went on indefatigably with the
. work of internal reform, and all that he had
time to achieve before he was struck down
by fanatical assassins shows the same
keen scientific intelligence that marks the
conquest of Gaul as we know it from his
own commentaries.” His work is indeed
only a torso; not only the internal re-
organisation of the empire, but the com-
pletion of its military frontiers had to be
left for others. Yet if we ask who it was
that inaugurated the new type of Roman
spirit—the spirit of hard work and rational
intelligence in matters both military and
civil—there is but one answer.

. Caesar woke the Roman world from the
lethargy which had so long been paralysing
it, and stood out as the visible impersona-
tion of the Roman state and its function
in the world at a time when men had
almost forgotten that there was

A“" a state claiming loyalty, and
ugustan q 3 3
Kre an empire demanding efficient

work. We have a large corre-
spondence surviving from the years in
which he was in supreme power; and
the impression it leaves on the mind is
that the men of that time were fairly
amazed at the audacity, energy, and
ability of the new master. But there was
also resentment, and Casar’s oppor-
tunities were cut short. If we wish to
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study the new Roman spirit, as it was
applied to the necessary work without let
or hindrance, we must turn to the long
reign of Augustus the nephew and the
pupil of Casar. 3

When Augustus became undisputed
master after the defeat of the self-seeking
Antony at Actium the empire was in
chaos and confusion, the frontiers unde-
fended, the provinces disorganised, the
finance unscientific; and for many years
men’s minds had been given up to apathy
and despair. When he died, forty-five
years later, the pax Romana was firmly
established, the empire was knit together
in every department of government, the
frontiers were adequately defended by an
admirable standing army, or by the
prestige arising from the long successful,
reign of the ruler, and, what was perhaps
even more important at the moment,
Augustus had succeeded in creating an
almost universal confidence in himself and
his government, and in renewing the
conviction that it was the mission and the
destiny of Rome to defend and to govern
the whole civilised world.

This confidence and conviction are fully
refiected in the literature of the age, and
more especially in the history
of Livy and in the Aneid of
Virgil. The historian’s part
was to recall men’s minds
to the wonderful story of the growth of
the Roman dominion, to induce them to
look back on the past and be worthy of
their greatancestry. The work of the poet
was to paint a national hero, endowed
with qualities which every Roman would
recognise as the finest of his race; to
tell the story of that hero’s divine mission,
to which he faithfully adheres in spite
of many dangers and temptations. In
a form which all educated men could
appreciate, the ZAneid showed the Divine
Will guiding the Roman state from infancy
onwards, and individual passion forced
to give way not only to the will of the
gods but to the interests of humanity.
It pointed to the sense of duty, pietas,
as _the Romans called it, as the virtue
which alone had enabled Aneas to fulfil
his mission, and which alone could
qualify Rome and Augustus to fulfil
theirs. In the Aneid the Roman spirit
is indeed idealised; but this itself ex-
plains why it .took such strong and per-
manent possession of the Roman mind.
Augustus  himself was no heroic

The Roman
Spirit
Idealised



THE SPIRIT OF ANCIENT ROME

character, and the great' impression he
made on the world can be explained only
by the persevering industry and unfailing
good judgment which he and his chiet
helpers devoted to the defence of the
frontiers and the organisation of the
provinces, thus at once exemplifying
and stimulating the true Roman genius
for warfare and for law.

Let anyone who would appreciate this
industry follow the story of the gradual
establishment of the military frontier from
the mouth of the Rhine to the Euxine,
which, as the map will show him, was a
screen effectually covering all Greeco-
Roman civilisation from Spain to Asia
Minor. In this story he will find the old
Roman genius for protracted persevering
warfare fully illustrated, and in the man
who bore the brunt of the work and wore
himself out in the prosecution of it—
Tiberius, the stepson of Augustus, and
afterwards his successor—all the true
Roman caution and tenacity of pur-
pose, shown especially at one period of
extreme danger, in which he may almost
be said to have saved Italy and the
empire. Or'let him follow the work of
Augustus himself and his faith-
ful helpmate Agrippa, who

Imperial
Roman

ey Pt organising the provinces both

in east and west. Tlhis means that every
community in the empire, and every in-
dividual in each community, was placed
in a definite legal status, was secured in
respect of his person and his property,
and was no longer at the mercy of rapacious
tax-collectors or provincial governors.
His status (jus) might, indeed, be an
inferior one ; he might not have attained
to- any part of the Roman citizenship ;

but the central government now had a,

long arm, and as his legal position was
defined and recognised, redress was to be
had if injustice were done him. And in
the course of the .next two centuries the
jus of all communities, of all free men, was
gradually raised to the same level ; the
Roman citizenship was extended to the
whole empire, and the Roman law—the
interference of the state in the interests
and passions of humanity—was ad-
ministered in every court.

The Roman spirit, in this new phase
of its being, can be discerned not only
in the civil and military history of the
empire, but in the great works of archi-
tectural art, bridges, aqueducts, amphi-

spent year after year in re- °

theatres, triumphal arches, of which the
huge remains are still to be seen where-
ever Roman occupation left a lasting
mark on the land. They are not the
beautiful handiwork of a gifted race,
but they seem to tell us of strong will,
powerful organisation, love of things
large and lasting. They are all on a
large scale; size predomi-

Efel:::ml“ nates over beauty, and
e details are wanting in deli-

cacy, and in true relation to
the whole; the eye does not rest on them
so much in admiration as in wonder.
Here is laborious tenacity of purpose,
never that inherent love of perfect pro-
portion that inspired the Greek artist.

The same tendency is to be seen in the
sculptures—in the scenes crowded with
soldiers and captives adorning the trium-
phal arches—and._ again in the realistic
portrait-busts of men who defended the
frontiers or governed the provinces. Even
in the greatest Roman poets, evenin Virgil
himself, some trace of the same spirit is
visible ; here, too, realistic descriptions
and crowded scenes may be compared
with the inimitable touch of the Homeric
story-teller ; and the minor poets, Statius
or Silius Italicus, are as monotonously
lengthy as the Colosseum is monotonously
huge. Individual genius is absent or
suppressed ; the artist works on traditional
lines, whether he produces poems, buildings,
busts, or even coins, and does not indulge
his fancy—because fancy, like adventure,
was no part of the Roman mental equip-
ment. Solid practical work, obvious to
the eye in the public places of a crowded
city, obvious to the mind in all the inter-
course of human life—this was what the
Roman spirit expected from all her
great men, whether soldiers, legislators,
or artists, and with this from first to last
it was faithfully supplied.

This is not the place to explain the
weak points of the Roman empire, or
R A the internal cankers which
Did for slowly paralysed its strength.
Mankind  1he real value of the empire to
mankind lay in the fact that
for four centuries it did effectually protect
the civilisation which had been developed
in the basin of the Mediterranean, and by
an elaborate internal organisation raisec
the whole level of human comfort and
confidence. Thus, the chance was given
to Christianity to grow, with compara-
tively few interruptions, into a universal

2607
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religion of high and low, rich and poor ;
and as the invaders also gradually em-
braced this religion there arose upon
the ruins of the Roman dominion the
new far-reaching organisation of the
Church of Christendom, inheriting not a
little of the old Roman spirit, as well as
of the prestige of the great system on
which it was built. The Holy Roman

o f

THE TRIUMPH OF A

3

THE WORLD

Empire of the Middle Ages was rather an
idea than a fact of overwhelming import-
ance to mankind; it is in the Latin

Church, with its genius for law and
organisation, and with its popes and
their claim’to universal supremacy, that
we may see the legitimate heir of the
Roman dominion.

W. WarDE FOWLER

g
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CZESAR IN THE DAYS OF ROME'S .GRANDEUR

From the painting by F. W. Topham, R.1., by permission of the Corporation of Leicester.
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' A PAGEANT OF ANCIENT ROME E
E AS REPRESENTED IN THE PICTURES

OF ITS GREATEST MODERN PAINTER E

5 SIR LAURENCE ALMA-TADEMA. R.A. g

AN AUDIENCE AT AGRIPPA'S
By permission of the Berlin Photographic Co. L.ondon, W,
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“SPRING": THE ROMAN FESTIVAL ‘' OF :FLORALIA IN HONOUR OF FLORA
By permission of the Berlin Photographic Co., London, W.
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: THE GREAT AMPHITHEATRE IN TIME OF FETE
By permission of the Berlin Photographic Co., London, W,
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THE STORY

Art in early times embellished it. The
she-wolf with the sucking twins appears
on the Roman-Campanian coins of the
fourth century B.C. In the year 296 B.C.
the government erected a bronze monu-
ment representing this group in the
“Wolf’'s Cave,” the Lupercal, on the
Palatine, where the wolf is said to have
suckled the twins. Sacrifices were offered
here on February 17th, the festival of the
Lupercalia, to Faunus, god of the woods
and fields, and to Lupercus as * guardian
from wolves.”  The so-called Capitoline
wolf has been partially restored in later
times. We know, besides, that in the
finth FandSrenth) SETESANTNAES .

centuries A.D. a | :
“Lupa” stood |
near the Lateran.
Afterwards the |
mother-wolf was
known as the di-
vinely honoured

symbol of the
Roman state
throughout the

world which was
ruled from the
city on the Tiber.
The birthday of
Rome was cele- =
brated at the
same time as the
Palilia, the spring
festival of the

167
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THE CAPITOLINE SHE-WOLF OF ROME
The legend of the founders of Rome; Romulus and Remus, being
suckled by a wolf in their infancy has been for ages the subject of
many statues in the city. This is reproduced from the most ancient
existing group, which has been partially restored in modern times. semi - darkness,

CIENT
ITS RISE TO WORLD-DOMINION
AND ITS DECLINE AND FALL

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE CITY-STATE

THE pleasing legend told by the Romans
concerning the origin of their city has
passed into the literature of the world.

herdsmen, on April 215t, on which day
King Romulus, with herdsmen from Alba
Longa, is said to have planned the founda-
tion of the city. The Roman historians
afterwards calculated the year of the
foundation to be the year 753 B.C., if we
may anticipate our own era. The millen-
nial jubilee of the city of Rome was
celebrated, therefore, in the year 248 A.D.,
under the Emperor Philip, the Arabian.
A partially trustworthy tradition begins
in the fifth century B.C., when the record
of the lists of magistrates—the Fasti
Consulares, as the Romans called themr —
and the publishing of the calendar by the
Pontifices, or colleges of priests, come to
be supplemented by notices of the most
impertant occurrences of each year, which
increase in
- amount as the
town becomes of
. more conse-
quence. Dis-
asters, such as
' the taking of
Rome by the
. Gauls, were,
naturally, re-
. corded the most
. fully. The de-
. cisive phases of
- theconstitutional
struggles also
were noted. The
earlier period is
veiled for us in
darkness or
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notwithstanding the many legends which
are to be read on the subject in the
Roman historians. Oral traditions, fables,
myths, and etymological interpretations
are worked up together, from which
we must strip away the husks before we
can disclose the true kernel.
In order that the historical
state of affairs may be clear,
we must go further back in
our narrative. At the period
when Pheenicians and Greeks
were disputing the supremacy |
over the islands and coasts of
the Sardinian Sea the Etrus-
cans appear as the pre-
dominant power in the central
and northerly portions of the
Apennine peninsula.  They
frequently took part in those
struggles as the allies of the
Pheenicians, in order to protect themselves
in their own Tyrrhenian Sea against the
aggressive Greek seafarers. The ascend-
ancy of the Syracusans was particularly
hateful to the maritime towns of the
Etruscan country, and they therefore
sent some ships to aid the
Athenians in their expedition to
Sicily in the year 416 B.c. We see
from this that the Etrurians
preferred the more distant powers to the
nearer ; that is to say, leaving the Cartha-
ginians out of the question, the Corinthians
and Athenians, who were rivals on the
coasts of Italy since the fifth century B.C.,
were preferred to the Syracusans and the

Beginnings
of Roman
History

Massiliots. Even Cume, an ancient colony -

- of the Chalcidians and the Grei (Latinised
as Graci) on the Campanian coast, the
mother town of Naples, had to keep its
maritime communications free from the
Etrurian privateers by force of arms,
until finally the Etruscans were decisively
beaten in a great sea-fight by the allied
Cumzans and Syracusans. The Etruscans,
at the height of their prosperity—sixth
and fifth centuries B.c.—had the upper
hand in the neighbouring regions inhabited
by the Umbrians, Sabellians, and Latins
down to Campania.

According to tradition, Rome, the
frontier town of the Latins, was repeatedly
captured by the Etruscans, and, indeed,
became a large city under the rule of
dynasts of Etruscan descent. In details
the Etruscan account varies from- the
Roman. On the wall paintings which
adorned a tomb at Vulci, the present

2618

THE FOUNDER OF ROME
Romulus, the leiendar? king
who is said to ou:

Rome in 753 B.C.

THE WORLD

Volci, in Southern Etruria, a place where
many Etruscan vases are found, is a
representation of the liberation of Caile

Vipinas (in Latin, Cales Vibenna),
whom the Romans had taken prisoner,
by his friend Macstarna and | his

companions. During this fight
Cneve Tarchu Rumach, that
is, Cn. Tarquinius, the Roman,
found his death. His troops,
it is to be noticed, equally
bear Etruscan names. The
Roman account, on the other
hand, names a Tarquinius the
Elder, with the prenomen
Lucius, which is derived from
TLucumo, the designation of
the chief men in the Etruscan
towns. It is said that he
came from the Etruscan town
Tarquinii (near the present
Corneto) to Rome, and there became king.
Since, however, the name Tarquinius is a
well-accredited native Roman name, the
whole story seems to owe its existence to
the unfortunate etymology of later his-
torians. So much, at any rate, is certain :
though the development of the constitution
proceeded on native, that is to say, Latin,
-lines, the relations with the towns of
Southern Etruria from the beginning
decided in many respects the political
position of Rome. In architecture, in art,
in religious ceremonial, this influence was
only gradually crossed by the Greek power,
which spread through the whole Mediter-
ranean. On the other hand, the country
“beyond the Tiber ” was considered a
strange country, into which the hard-
hearted creditor sold his debtor. The
Greek influences which come to Latium
proceed from towns which are hostile to
the Etruscans, as Cuma and Syracuse.
Writing, indeed, developed in Latium, as
in Etruria, under Greek influence, but
independently, a fact which shows that
the two countries were for a long time
closed to each other. In this uncertain
light Rome appears to us at the beginning
of her history. The town had
sprung up on the lower-course
of -the Tiber, the largest river
of Central Italy, which was then
navigable for ships far upstream. Besides
this, the Via Salaria—that is, the salt road
—which touched Rome, led inland from
the sea into the country of the cattle-
breeding Sabines. This Sabellian stock
lived in villages, so that for them Rome

ave nded
From a coin.

Rome in
the Twilight
of History



THE BEGINNINGS OF ANCIENT ROME

became ‘‘the town.” The towns of the
Latins also, which lay on the terrace at
the foot of the Alban Hills, were out-
stripped in development by Rome. Alba
Longa, the acropolis of which has lately,
and with some probability, been supposed
to be Castel Gandolfo, stretched along
the Alban lake. Alba Longa was the chief
town of the Latin confederacy, which
held its conferences by the Ferentine
spring, in the beautiful part of the valley
between Albano and Marino. The sacri-
fices of the league were offered on the
Alban Mountain, from which the whole
country of Latium could be surveyed
down to the sea. The sacred grove of
Aricia also, the “ Nemus Diana,” on the
Lake of Aricia (now Lago di Nemi), was
at all times one of the most frequented
places of pilgrimage for the Latin race.

THE LEGEND OF THE FOUNDING OF ROME
This ancient sculpture from Ostia, now in the National Museum at Rome, illustrates district has been de-

the legend of the suckling of Romulus and Remus and their comin,

It is significant that Rome very early
acquired 'the headship of this Latin
league, which in the first instance served
religious objects.  Alba Longa, which
appeared as a rival, was destroyed, the
confederation of towns was dissolved, and

" the foremost families were - compelled

to remove to Rome. In this way the union
of the two ruling towns into a
single power was effected at
that time: Alba Longa, the
mother city, was blended into
Rome, the daughter. At the same time the
commanding positions on the mountain
ridge came into the possession of Rome,
in consequence of which the Latin national
festival was from that date held every
spring on the Alban Mount under the
presidency of the Roman magistrates.
Thirty * cities ’ were entitled to take part,
and their emblem was
a sow with a litter of
thirty young. After the
sacrificial bull had been
offered to Jupiter
Latiaris, the tribal
deity, the flesh of the
sacrifice was divided
among the rightful
members of the league.

While extending her
influence towards the
mountains, Rome took
possession of the most
commanding position
down-stream—namely,
the mouths of the
Tiber, where the port
of Ostia was con-
structed and secured
against attacks by a
permanent garrison.
On the other side of
the river the Roman
territory abutted on
the district owned by
the Etruscan towns,
Cere and Veii. Care
lies near the modern
Cerveteri. The town
was removed in the
Middle Ages on account
of 1its unhealthiness,
in  consequence  of
which another Ceri was
founded in the neigh-
bourhood. The whole

Rome Leads
the Latin
Confederacy

with their

shepherds to plan the foundation of the city, the god of the Tiber being shown helow. serted since the close
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of the Middle Ages. Rome early established
friendly relations with Czre, which main-
tained one harbour for Greek and another
for Pheenician ships. On the other hand,
a war broke out with Veii, which was
waged partly for the salt meadows at the
mouth of the Tiber, partly for the posses-
sion of Fidene, the téte-du-pont of Etruria
to Latium, on the left bank of the Tiber.
The citadel of Veii lay near the modern
Isola Farnese; Fidenz was near Villa
Spada, four miles from Rome. The
Romans interrupted the communication
between Veii and Fidenz by building a

d (B y. e -
THE SABINE WOMEN INTERVENING BETWEEN THE ROMANS AND THEIR OWN KINSMEN
According to the legend, the Romans needed wives, so Romulus invited his neighbours of the Sabine Hills to a series

of games, and at a si

nal the Roman youths made captives of the

THE WORLD

the social crisis, which was threatening in
Rome, as in all the agrarian communities
of antiquity, might not reach a dangerous
point it was necessary to tread the path
of conquest and to colonise new tracts
with settlements dependent on Rome.
Therefore, the tedious siege of Veii was
afterwards compared with the Trojan War
by the poetical narrators of early Roman
history, Nevius and Ennius, who flourished
during and after the Second Punic War.
This war with Veii was of decisive
importance for the development of Rome.
In fact, the fall of Veii immediately

Sabine women who had come as visitors. Later

on the Sabines attacged Rome, but the women interceded with their kindred, and the two peoples joined hands.

fort on the brook Cremera, which flows
into the Tiber opposite Fidenz, and placed
a garrison there. It is recorded that the
clan of the Fabii undertook this task, but
sustained an almost annihilating defeat.
At the same time the war was constantly
renewed until Fidenz fell, when hostilities
were directed against Veii itself. The
Roman population received great addi-
tions, since other towns had been incor-
porated, like Alba Longa, into the Roman
territory ; but, in order that the popula-
tion might not be crowded there, and that

2620

doubled the power of the Romans. Hardly
a town of Italy could now compare with
Rome in extent of territory. Added to
this, the Latin league, under her headship,
showed itself to be far more firmly united
than the confederation of the Etruscans,
which held its meetings in the sacred
grove of Voltumnia. Veii, left to itself,
was plundered and destroyed by the
Romans, who sallied out in small bodies ;
the population was put to the sword or
sold into slavery, and the territory of
the town declared the property of the

-~
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MAP OF ITALY, CISALPINE GAUL AND THE ISLANDS IN THE FIRST CENTURY B.C.

Roman people. This territory reached as
far as the ridge of the Ciminian Forest,
north of Sutri (beyond the Ciminian lake,
now Lago di Vico, past which the Ciminian
road led), and up to the mountain group
of Soracte, which can be seen from the
hills of Rome. Soracte is the present

Monte Sant’ Oreste, so called because in
the Middle Ages an inscription was mis-
interpreted and a new saint created in
consequence. Here the Romans and their
allies some years later planted the settle-
ments, or colone, of Sutrium and Nepete,
employing a strictly regulated ritual,
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since they had first to determine, by
observation of the flight of birds and other
signs in the sky, whether the gods approved
of the founding of the town. Such colonies
were termed ‘‘ Latin ”’ because the same
autonomous position was conceded to

' them as the old Latin towns
s e enjoyed, and because, like them,

g"li“ 3 they remained in their external
olonies policy. independent of the
head community, Rome. Thus the

destruction of the one city, Veii, was
followed by the founding of two towns,
which were, so to speak, scions of Rome,
while the remaining portions of territory
were left as public land of Rome, and as
such could be used by the citizens entitled
to do so. Sutrium and Nepete formed

afterwards the advanced posts of the

_ o ot sl
THE MOTHER CITY OF THE ROMAN PEOPLE:
From the Alban Hills south-east of Rome came the people who founded the imperial city. Alba Longa was the chief

of the Alban towns, and in this sense the mother city of Rome, with which it became incorporated as Rome rose into
power. The present Castel Gandolfo, a general view of which is given, is supposed to be the ancient Alba Longa.

Roman:Latin power in Southern Etruria,
which underwent such great political and
agrarian changes.

The neighbouring communities of the
Capenates at the foot of Soracte, which
formed a canton among themselves,
and Falerii—which was moved by the
Romans westward into the plain, while in
the Middle Ages the old site came again
into importance as Civita Castellana—
where the population was not Etruscan,
but more nearly akin to the Latins, recog-
nised the supremacy of Rome. Finally,
Volsinii also, near the present Orvieto
—Urbs Vetus, because the Romans, in the
year 2064 B.C., founded a second Volsinii as
a colony on the Lake of Bolsena, near
which the ““old town” still continued—

2622
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the metropolis of the Etrurian league of
twelve towns, was compelled to abandon
its resistance.

The towns lying to the north soon found
themselves obliged to seek supportfrom
the Roman-Latin power, since the Gauls,
who had established themselves at the
cost of the Etruscans and Umbrians on the
Po and southward on the Adriatic, were
already extending their inroads over the
Apennines. Here, some years after the
capture of Veii by the Romans, an army
of the Senonian Gauls besieged the-town
of Clusium, the modern Chiusi, whose
territory extended in thesnorth as far as
Lake Trasimene, where Cortona and
Perusia meet. Clusium had formerly
taken a leading position in Etruria ; and,
according to tradition, under its king

% A T iz
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Porsenna had actually defeated Rome.
The Romans, although not directly men-
aced, sent two envoys in order to collect
accurate information as to the state of
affairs. As these envoys treated the Gauls
as barbarians, with whom the rights of the
law of nations might be disregarded, a
disaster ensued, which re-echoed through-

Gauls . out the whole of the then pre-

March dominantly Greek world. Since
Rewe® ®® the older Roman chronology
ome .

’ can be only approximately
determined, this may have happened

about 387 or 386 B.c. Other calculations
place it in the year 3g90. The Gauls
marched against Rome without encoun-
tering opposition, since the Veientine terri-
tory was not yet colonised ; the Roman
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army was overthrown and scattered at was for centuries impressed on the
the brook Allia; on the fourth day the Romans. The Gauls renewed their in-
town was captured after the inhabitants _vasions periodically. At such times Rome
had taken refuge in the putinto the field every
neighbouring  places, available man, not ex-
such as Ceare, carrying cepting the priests and
their sacred objects law officers, who were
thither for safety. Only otherwise exempt, until
the highest quarter of the danger was past.
the city, the Capitol, But these wars had
where the chief temple another and wider sig-
of Jupiter and the nificance. The Romans
citadel connected with acquired in them an
it stood, was success- experience of the
fully defended, and an methods of desultory
attempt to scale the warfare which made
height was repulsed. them superior to the
After seven months the troops of the Etrurian,
Gauls, suffering from Partin i and M talTasn
disease and also seeing towns generally. At
their homes threatened the same time the fact
by ‘the Veneti, con- is emphasised that the
sented to withdraw on Romans could be mar-
payment of one shalled in large bodies,
thousand pounds of that after the siege of
gold. The tradition Veii they were accus-
which attributes the tomed to continue the
delivery of Rome to war, if necessary, even
the victorious arms or - e — 2 in the winter season
Camillus iS, beyond CHIEF GODDéé OF H RMANS —“to g0 out to wage
question, mythical‘ Al- Juno was the chief gogdess of the Romans, and espe- War, not-mere]y to ﬁght
though the losses in- Cith e Matrona, or Romans, and JanoSospia, Dattles "—and that the
curred by the attack Newlyelected consuls made solemn sacrifice to her. grant of pay to the
were soon repaired, and the city rebuilt troops in the field, which was defrayed
and fortified, the “fear of the Gauls” from the revenue of the public land.

-
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THE ANCIENT ETRUSC OF VEII, DESTROYED IN THE EARLY DAYS OF ROME
The ancient_civilisation of Etruria, many centuries older than our earliest records of Rome, had its southern posts in
the towns of Veii and Fidenz, a few miles north of Rome on the other side of the Tiber. From Canina’s reconstruction.
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marked a considerable advance on the
otherwise usual custom of a citizen army
providing their own supplies.

With the fourth century B.c. the
Romans, and not the Etruscans, became
the representatives of Central Italy to the
outside world, even to the great maritime
Powers. Not merely the Greek towns,
such as Massilia, but the
Carthaginians, now concluded
with the Romans, as formerly
with the Etruscans, treaties for
the protection of commerce, which suffered
much from piracy.- The allies of both
parties were included. But the power
of Rome had already expanded in a
southern direction.

The country of the Latins was bordered
on the south-west by the Volsci, on the
north-east by the Aiqui. The Volsci were
settled around Suessa Pometia .in the
Pomptine or Pontine plain, and in the hill
country as far as the Liris and beyond its
upper course. The Aqui, whose settle-
ments extended up the Anio and as far
as the uplands near the Fucine lake, dis-
turbed the country round Tibur. Mount
Algidus also, east of the Alban Mountains,
was often the scene of collisions between
Latins and Aqui. Occasionally the AZqui
and Volsci made common cause. On the
other hand, the towns of the Hernici, with
Anagnia (now Anagni) as centre, early
joined the Latins, who were headed by
Rome. These founded along the line of
communication from Rome to Anagnia on
a slope in a strong position, from which
the whole country of the Hernici is visible,
the colony of Signia, of which the old
walls and gates are still partly standing.

All the places of the Hernici are, like
Signia, situated on high ground. The wars
of these tribes turned for a long time on
the possession of some few positions ;
sometimes they were mere raids, in which
the mountaineers ravaged the plain, which
was richer through trade and a more fertile

Rome's Final
Triumph
Over Etruria

] soil. The unrest was fostered
The Latin - - . hvps
by immigrants and political
League Grows ~. 3
: exiles, who sought with the
in Power

enemy a refuge from their
victorious antagonists in the civil dissen-
sions. In this manner Romans found
shelter with the Volsci. Since the Romans,
however, had obtained such successes in
Etruria, and had repulsed the Gauls, their
superiority over these small tribes was
decisive. The war against the Volsci
ended, like that against Veii, in the con-
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quered being deprived of a portion of their
territory and its addition to the Roman
public domain, the ager publicus. Two
colonies were also planted—namely, Satri-
cum—in the plain, near the present Conca,
where in 1896 the walls of circumvallation
of the colony Satricum were discovered—
and Setia. Velitra was also occupied, and
Ardea, the town of the Rutuli. Finally,
we find Suessa Pometia made into a Latin
colony in the middle of the region where,
later, when the cultivation of the district
was neglected, the Pontine marshes ex-
tended.

Of course, reverses occurred; a part of
the Volsci rebelled, while others submitted
and in return were placed on an equal
footing with the Romans as regards rights
of commerce and intermarriage.  This
prepared the way for the assimilation of
the Volscian country to Latium, a process
to be accomplished only in the course of
time, and with variations of place and
circumstance. It was an important fact
that the seaports of the Volsci, especially
Antium, Circeii, Anxur, or Tarracina, and
the sland group of Pontie, belonged
henceforth to thé Roman dominion. The
How Rome Majority of these places were
G not organised as autonomous

overned e ¥ i
Her Colonies COMMunities, but were admin-
istered from Rome as Roman
colonies; the burgesses settled there had to
perform permanent garrison duty, as at
Ostia, and were, consequently, only in
exceptional cases employed in the field.
Individual towns were treated differently,
inorder that common sympathies might not
be aroused. The same policy was adopted
by the Romans with respect to the Latin
towns. When these resisted her encroach-
ments Rome declared the Latin league to
be dissolved ; each town had to enter
separately into a new agreement with
Rome, which was dictated by the capital,
and to some all municipal rights were
denied. Thus, for example, Laurentum,
the rival of Ostia, forfeited its indepen-
dence. Its territory was conceded to
Lavinium, which lies more inland, near
Pratica, in the Roman campagna. In
return Lavinium had to take over the
traditional religious institutions of Lauren-
tum, also, for the Romans did not wish to
fight against the gods. This they had
shown before, when Alba Lenga was in-
corporated, for they took measures that"
the neighbouring Boville should be re-
sponsible for carrying out the cult of the
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WAS SAVED BY THE SACRED GEESE OF JUNO

About the year 390 B.C., when the Gauls attacked Rome and speedily occupied the lowerj:arts of the city, the Capitol

Hill remained uncaptured. According to legend it too would have fallen but for the sacred geese kept near the te

mple
of Juno raising the alarm by loud cackling as the Gauls endeavoured to climb up the height under cover of the nigﬁt.

From a photograph by Braun, Clement & Cie. of the painting by H. P. Motte,
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Albans ; the same thing occurred at the
conquest of Veii, where Juno, the goddess
of the town, had been expressly asked
whether she, in fact, wished to settle in
Rome. The goddess, so the holy legend
ran, distinctly nodded assent. Isolated
towns of the Latins, as, for example, Tus-
culum, ‘the proudest town of all,”” re-
ceived favourable terms, which

Extension 1o dered the acquisition of the
of Roman g &

= . full Roman citizenship easier
Cltlzenshlp

for their inhabitants; while to
others, as to Tibur and Prazneste their
communal independence was guaranteed
in appropriate forms.

In Rome itself the members of the old
“families,” or patriciz, were for a long time
very haughty towards the new citizens, or
plebs, created by the destruction of neigh-
bouring towns or by voluntary domicile.
The plebéians were not admitted to
the ancient Roman cults, the priest-
hoods or the magistracies, in accordance
with the strict ritual of the ancients,
by which each town formed a distinct
religious association. But the plebeians
increased in numbers, came to discharge
military duties, created the office of tribune,
which was held only by members of their
own body, and enforced the promulgation
of a legal code, so as to set bounds to the
caprice of the magistrates. In these
political struggles, which on one occasion
led to an actual revolution and made the
founding of an “ opposition Rome” a
possible contingency, the tribunes asserted
themselves as the leaders and advocates
of the plebs, and their ** inviolability * had
to be guaranteed by the state on the final
restoration of peace. Rome, moreover,
since the expulsion of the Tarquins, was a
free staje, where death was the price of any
attempt at tyranny or kingly rule. This
was, in fact, the fate of Spurius Cassius,
who thrice filled the highest magistracy,
and had effected the league with
the Hernici; similar cases occurred
When Rome twice again, for the Roman
laita annals record the execution of

M. Manlius and of Spurius
a Tyrant 2 . 12

Mzlius by order of the govern-
ment as a warning example. From that
time it was considered dangerous at Rome
to become too popular. “Since the offices
could now be held only for a year, no danger
on this ground threatened the constitution.

On the other hand, the plebeians de-
manded to be admitted to the magisterial
dignities and to the priesthoods, a claim
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which the patricians resisted as long as
possible. For a considerable time, as in
the years when Veii was besieged and
conquered, military tribunes, to whom
magisterial powers were given, governed
the republic ; the plebeians in this way
first attained to the highest offices. But
since the retention of the patrician privi-
leges was not favourable to the general
condition of the community, the admission
of the plebeians to the consulship was
finally granted in 367 B.c., while their
admission to the ancient traditional
priestly colleges of ‘‘ pontifices” and
““augures ” did not follow for many
decades. Some priestly posts, from con-
sideration for the gods, to whom any
deviation from traditional custom must be
displeasing, remained even later in the
exclusive possession of the patricians.
These priesthoods were preserved as an
honourable legacy of antiquity up to the
time of the emperors, until, finally, there
was no one left worthy to fill them.

In opposition to this conservative spirit
of the old citizens, the practical require-
ments of the people were met by the Greek
cults, which had been introduced into
Latium and into Etruria at a
very early period. At times of
great crisis, particularly when
pestilence or famine threatened,
the oracular books, which had come to
Rome from Cumea, were officially referred
to and consulted by the plebeian keepers
of the oracles; and the usual result was
the introduction of a new foreign cult, by
which the inherent religious feeling of the
country was satisfied.

The supreme official power was exer-
cised by two equally powerful magistrates,
who were judges, as well as generals, and
to whom, in fine, the term “consules”’ was
appropriated. The year was dated after
the two consuls. As the state expanded,
separate functions were detached and
entrusted to independent functionaries :
to the prators, the maintenance of justice ;
to the censors, the new assessment to be
made every five years; to the wdiles, the
to the quastors, the
financial business. When critical times
demanded the concentration of the com-
mand in a single hand, one of the consuls,
at the request of the senate, had to nomi-
nate a dictator, or commander, who
himself chose his subordinate colleague,
the master of the horse (magister equitum).
Both could hold office only for six months.

Rome Looks
to Greece
for Religion
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AN EARLY ROMAN IDEAL OF PATRIOTIC DEVOTION

Decius Mus was a celebrated Roman consul, who, in the year 338 B.C., when Rome was engaged in bringing all the
Latin cities within her power, dedicated himself solemnly to the gods manes, or spirits of the dead, before going to

battle, an example frequently followed in later years.

All these offices were developments of the
municipal magistracy prevailing among
the Latins.

By the side ot the officials stood tne
senate and the popular assembly, the
former for deliberation, the latter for the
final decision of mere municipal business
as well as state affairs. The magistrates
had to lay motions before the senate.
According to the order of business, the.
report on religious matters, which the
municipal officers on entering office had
to furnish to the communal council within
ten days, had precedence of all others.

Here also great attention was paid to
omens and to popular superstition
generally ; monstrous births, thunder-
claps, wolves roaming over the Capitol,
were appropriately expiated according to
the advice of ‘the pontifices. Special
haruspices, or augurs, were appointed by
the state for the inspection of entrails,
according to the custom of the Etruscans,
and augury from the flight of birds was
practised by the magistrates themselves.
The sacred geese of Juno on the Capitol,

From one of a series of paintings by Rubens, now at Vienna.

‘like the sacred fowls, which, by their

manner of eating, foretold the issue of an
enterprise, play a part in the traditional
history of ancient Rome. Since the
popular assembly did not meet very often,
only the most important matters could
be decided by it; for the ordinary trans-
action of business the decision lay
entirely with the senate. The multitude
was content with the government if salt
was cheap, the “ tributum ”’ not assessed
too high, and the forced labour imposed
by the community, as, for instance, the
rebuilding of the town walls, did not
weigh too heavily on them, and, finally,
if there was from time to time a distribu-
tion of conquered territory. Thus the
Roman state continually gained ground.
The Apennine peninsula, which did not
yet possess a collective name—the name
“ Ttaly " was only given to it in the second
century B.C.—was now the scene of remark-
able movements among the nations. Races
which did not develop any fresh powers
of expansion, as the Etruscans and the
Umbrians, were crowded together within
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narrow limits. The Sabellian stocks, on
the other hand, which had their ancient
settlements in the central mountain
districts round the Gran Sasso and the
Majella group, proclaimed, so often as
they were threatened with over-population,
a ‘““sacred spring ”’ ; everything that was
born of man or beast within a certain
period was destined to be sent
beyond their boundaries and
to be, as it were, offered up
to the gods. About the time
that Romans were fighting with Veien-
tines, Gauls, and Volsci, such bands of
Sabellians occupied Campania, Apulia,
and Lucania, making friendly terms with
the natives, and waged war on the Greek
towns.  Cume and its daughter town,
Neapolis, suffered especially in this way ;
but even in Magna Grzcia proper many
less populous Greek colonies were unable
to withstand the attack. They were
forced to capitulate and to give the
immigrants a share in their territory ; and
since these were reinforced by fresh bands,
while the Greek numbers diminished, an
ethnical displacement resulted, of which
the end could not be foreseen.

Only towns like Tarentum, Croton,
Thurii, Locri, Rhegium, could maintain
their position, Tarentum being a not un-
important maritime power. The supremacy
of the Sabellian immigrants was never,
indeed, firmly established, chiefly because
they were scattered over too wide areas,
and often seized a more remote position
before an important and nearer one was
completely occupied ; in contrast to Rome,
they worked without a definite plan. In
any case, the movement convulsed the
whole southern portion of the peninsula,
and those towns or districts which opposed
the Sabellians looked round for aid in
their resistance. = This was the case of
Cume and Neapolis in Campania, and
Teanum also, the town of the Sidicini,
which competed with Capua. Capua was,
indeed, settled by Sabellians,
but wished to develop inde-
pendently. The opportune
help was offered by Rome,
since her sphere of power after the in-
corporation of the Volscian country ex-
tended to the Liris, and thence, through
the territory of the Aurunci, came into
touch with Campania. For some time
the Samnites and Romans avoided all
collision, and rather tried to mark out their
spheres of interest, so that the Romans
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had a free hand against the Latins, Volsci,
and: Aurunci. But finally a treaty was
made between Rome and Teanum ; and,
what was more important, Capua was
forced to form the closest kind of alliance
with Rome in 338 B.c. Capua was put on
an absolutely equal footing with Rome as
regards trade and commerce and even
marriage rights, points which were usually
treated by the ancients as exclusive
privileges. In other respects Capua was
left to the Capuans, who retained their
own magistrates and Oscan as their
language, since Capua was politically
Roman in obligations, but not in rights.

In particular, the Capuans had no
right of voting at Rome ; but they termed
themselves “ Romans,” and the identity of
the Roman-Campanian state was empha-
sised on the coinage, since the Capuans
placed on their coins, which they still
struck according to the customary
Phoczan standard, the mother-wolf with
the twins. The same thing was noticeable
in their military system, for the Cam-
panians formed their soldiers into legions,
after the Roman style, not into smaller
divisions, the so-called cohorts, as was
customary in the more insignifi-

x;"&:‘“d cant towns. Thus the. Roman
Mother-wolf POWET Wwas increased a second

time, for that Rome was the
leading party is clear from the above-
mentioned circumstances, and is also
expressed in a divergent tradition of the
legendary founding of Rome, according to
which Romus, a son of Zneas, is said
to have founded both Rome and Capua.
In this way the Roman power was estab-
lished over the lower portion of Central
Italy. Nine other places of Campania,

" Cuma among the number, were, like

Capua, given the right of citizenship
without the right of voting, while a part
of the district north of the Volturnus was
embodied into the Roman public domain,
or ager publicus, and two colonies were
afterwards founded on it—namely,
Minturnz and Sinuessa, in the old country
of the Aurunci. .

But soon the might of the Samnites was
seen to be opposed to this power. On
the upper Liris, in Fregelle, in former
Volscian territory, a Latin colony had
been founded ; and, secondly, the Romans
forced a Samnite garrison, which had
been imposed on Naples, to withdraw.
On these grounds war was declared,
for the Samnites did not choose to be cut
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off from access to the sea or from their
communications with the country round
the source of the Liris. When the
Romans took the aggressive and tried to
force their way through the defiles of
Caudium to Apulia, which had fallen to
" the Samnites. they suffered a severe defeat.

The Roman army was surrounded by
the Szmnites i the mountains of Caudium
and “sent under the yoke,” a sentence
which was considered a great degra-
dation. The consuls and the officers
were forced to guarantee that the places
in dispute would be evacuated by the
Romans and that peace should be main-
tained. Nevertheless, the war was con-
tinued by the Romans, and lasted over
twenty-two years. Though the Romans
were not a match e T ;
for the Samnites 5
in the hills, they
were superior to
them on the
plain. The Ap-
pian Way was
then built by the
censor Appius
Claudius — from
whorm it derived
its name — from
Rome to Capua,
the passage
through the
country of the
Hirpini was
permanently
secured, and, to
keep Apulia in
check, the colony
of Luceria was
founded
314 B.c. This became a populous Latin
centre, possessing an ample territory. It
lay in the plain, extending to the foot of
the Samnite Mountains, with which it was
most closely connected economically, since
the mountain pastures in summer and
the lowland meadows in the winter are, up
to the present day, the alternate homes
of the cattle-breeding industry.

The founding of Luceria was, therefore,
a great event in the history of Italy, for
by it the Samnite supremacy in those parts
was checked and the Roman established
in its place ; and it is not strange that the
war between Romans and Samnites centred
for years round this town. The Romans,
however, held it, and planted in 291 B.C.
a second colony, Venusia. In order to

2630

Mansell

THE TWIN GODS CASTOR AND POLLUX
The sons of Leda and Jupiter, the heroic twins were favourite goas
of the Romans, and being supposed to have helped the Romans in the
g great battle at Lake Regillus against the Etrurians, who sought to
1n restorethe Tarquins, atemple was rearedin their honour in the Forum. the year 306 B.C.;
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secure once for all the connection of
Campania with that part, the colony of
Beneventum was afterwards founded in
the country of the Hirpini in 268 B.c.,
while the Appian Way was extended as
far as the Ionian Sea.

The Romans had already come into
touch with Tarentum, which jealously
guarded its sea route, with the other
Greek towns, which rejoiced that Rome
had humiliated the hated Sabellians, and,
finally, with Syracuse. The latter, under
therule of the tyrants Dionysius and Agath-
ocles, extended her power in the Adriatic,
on the Campanian coast, in the Aigean
Sea, and at the expense of Carthage, but
was hindered from further advance by
internal dissensions. With the pirate
= state on the
¢ Lipari Islands,
which Greek
settlers from
Rhodes and
: Cnidus had
founded, the
f Romans first
% came into con-
d tact when, after
the conquest of
Veii, they sent
ambassadors to
the oracle at
Delphi. There
™ was an old

| friendship with
Massilia. With
Rhodes the
Romans con-
cluded a com-
mercial treaty in

and it is also reported of the Antiates that
they had extended their voyages as far
as Asia Minor.

The nations conquered by the Romans
resisted repeatedly the planting of
colonies in their territory. The Etruscans
and Umbrians actually called in their
hereditary foe, the Gauls, to their help.
The Samnites also joined the coalition.
This gave the Romans a pretext to subdue
the Etruscan towns and to bring the
southern coast directly into their power
by planting colonies, while Ceere remained
in possession of the Roman citizenship
without right of voting. The Romans
also won the pass over the Umbrian Apen-
nines in a battle with the allies, after

_which they attacked the Gauls in their



A FRUGAL AND INCORRUPTIBLE HERO OF ANCIENT ROME

Curius Dentatus was three times consnl, and had twice the honounr of a triumph. To him was due the decisive victory
over the Samnites. He was famed for Lis fortitude and frugality. It is said that Samnite ambassadors, finding him
cooking some vegetables in an earthen pot, songht to bribe him to their side with offers of rich presents, which he
firmly refused, saying that he wished to command those who lived in plenty while he himself continued in poverty.
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own homes on the Adriatic Sea. Part
of their territory was taken from them, and
the colony of Sena Gallica—now Sini-
gaglia—was endowed with it in 283 B.c.

The Romans established a firm footing
also on the coast of Picenum. The
Tarentines, discontented that ‘‘ their
sea”” was no longer respected, and ‘yet
unable to check the encroachments of
the Romans, called in the help of King
Pyrrhus from Epirus. Pyrrhus appeared
with a well-trained army in Lower Italy,
where, as a champion not merely of the
Tarentines, but also of the Samnites, who
would gladly have seen Luceria and
Venusia destroyed, he marched against

o

Originally built about 310 B.c. by Appins Claudins, this

Capua, and was later extended to Brindisi.

mansions and imposing tombs of noted and wealthy Romans.

Rome. By his skilful manceuvres he
repeatedly gained the victory over the
armies oi the Romans, who or the first
time faced the Macedonian phalanx and the
war elephants of the East. But hecould not
prevail against the strong circle of colonies
founded to secure Roman supremacy.
Besides this, Pyrrhus 'did not make
directly for his goal. He allowed him-
self to be won over by the Syracusans,
who called in his help against the

\

Carthaginians, and the only result was

that Carthage and Rome made common
cause against him. The victorious ad-
- vance of the king on Sicily was of short

duration ; when he returned to Italy
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he was defeated at Beneventum by the
Roimrn-ns, while Tarentum was threatened
by.iae Carthaginians. Pyrrhus returned
to Greece, for at that time there was a
prospect of winning the throne of Mace-
donia ; but not without having left
behind a garrison in Tarentum in the
expectation of returning to Italy. When
the king soon afterwards was killed, the
Tarentines had to join the Romans.

On the other side a colony, Zsernia,
was planted right among the Samnite
Mountains, situated so that it commanded
the communications between the valley

.of the Volturnus and that of the Sangrus.

In consequence, the newly founded town

udis reat highway, paved with lava blocks, ran from Rome to
Within some nine miles of its length from Rome it was lined with splendid

On the opposite page it is shown in its existing ruin.

attracted all the traffic of the interior,
since the upland villages of the Samnites
were inadequate to meet the requirements
of the improved conditions of trade.

The land of the Aiqui also, which,
since the successes against the Samnites,
could be attacked from the side of the
Liris, had been taken by force of arms.
The Latins now wreaked vengeance on
their hereditary enemies. Fully two-
thirds of their territory was taken from
the Aqui and employed for the establish-
ment of two unusually strong colonies,
Carsioli and Alba (on the Fucine lake).
Where now the railroad mounts from the
valley of the Anio to the uplands, between



CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRY IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF ROME
Rome occu&ies a slightly elevated position in the midst of a plain with hills in view to the north, east, and south,
The Alban Hills, whence came the pastoral peoples who founded Rome, are seen across the Campagna in the first view,
while the lower picture gives a distant view of Rome across the Campagna. Inset is a scene on the Appian Way as it
is to-day. Now infected with malaria, the Campagna was in ancient times very Kopulous, and it is suggested that
the destroying of the enormous agqueducts which extended over its entire lengt

turned the plain into a swamp.
Photos by Anderson and Underwood & Underwood.
168
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the modern Arsoli and Carsoli, near Piano
del Cavaliere, lay the municipal centre of
the territory of Carsioli, between the forty-
second and forty-third milestones on the
road leading from Rome. Carsioli and
Alba were the Roman guard in the heart of
ITtaly, half-way between the western and
the eastern seas. The Valerian Way was

the line of communication be-

g;:::esses ; tween Romeand the new Alba,
the Making which had been made one of

the most important fortresses
in Italy. Three hill-tops, on the most.

north-easterly of which, 3,200 feet above
the sea, lies the modern Alba, were con-
nected by a strong wall in the polygonal
style, and each of them was separately
fortified as a castle. -Only a third of the
territory, which extended to the frontier of
‘the Sabines, was left to the
Aqui, or, as they were
so called, the Aquiculani;
that is the district now
called Cicolano on the
River Salto, the Himella
of antiquity, which in its
upper course, in the terri-
tory of Alba, still bears
“the name of Imele. The
Sabellian tribes lying more
to the east, the Marsi,
Peligni, Marrucini, and 83
Vestini, who had not taken F#

part in the resistance of
the Samnites, and, besides, !
were not in the immediate

sphere of the power of
Rome, formed an alliance

THE WORLD

as we have it presented to us now in the
historians of the Augustan Age. In Umbria
the road which led on the one hand over
the Apennines to Picenum, on the other
to Perusia and Etruria, was guarded by
Rome through the plantmg of the colonies
Narnia and Spoletium. Rome itself,
which had been surrounded with new walls
since the Gallic disaster, could be reckoned
an almost impregnable fortress. These

~are the walls mentioned in history as

those of Servius Tullius, parts of which are
still standing.

Thus a few decades after the death of
Alexander the Great of Macedon a power
was founded which, as the head of a con-
federation, could throw the weight of

- almost the whole Apennine peninsula into
the scale.

The foreign policy and the
- supreme command in war

belonged exclusively to
Rome; the contingent
which the allies had to

furnish and the duties of
each separate colony were
fixed as a matter of course.
It was estimated that the
league could furnish in time
of need over 700,000 foot-
soldiers and #0,000 horse.
The places where the troops
had to meet were once for
allsettled. Thus, for opera-
tions against the Kelts in
the north the rendezvous
were Arretium in Etruria,
and Ariminum, a colony
founded in the year 268 B.C.,

with Rome on favourable A LEGENDARY KING OF ROME on the Adriatic coast. Both

conditions. The Sabine
country also lost its inde-
pendence, and was deprived of some
territory ; but the Roman settlers soon
amalgamated with the natives, with whom
they had had intercourse from early times.

In the course of the third century B.c. the
Sabines were admitteg to the full Roman
citizenship, and were assigned to a par-
ticular division, with powers of administra-
tion and the right of voting, called the
Tribus Quirina. Cures, the capital, though
still in the Sabine country, took a privileged
position, since it was allotted to the Tribus
Sergia. From that time there grew up, side
by side with the legends of the founders of
Rome, the twin brothers Romulus and
Remus, whose legal successors were the
two consuls, the story of the Sabine kings,
Titus Tatius and Numa. Pompilius, such
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Thelong, peaceful, and enlightened reign
of Numa Pompilins, the Sabine philo-
sopher, belongs to the realm of legend.

points were connected with
Rome by national roads.
These roads, with Rome as their point of
departure, exercised a consolidating effect,
while the former communications had
rather served the needs of separate
districts or towns. The Via Appia led
southward to Brundisium, which had been
secured by a colony in the
year 244 B.C. The small navies
of the Greek towns, together
with the Etruscan, Volscian,
and Latin ships, formed the beginnings of
a maritime power, which was first to test its
strength and grow powerful in opposition
to neighbouring Sicily, which enjoyed a
large commerce.

The real centre of the power lay in the
Roman citizen class, which was divided
into thirty-five departments, the so-called

lmportanc
of the
Roman Roads
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HISTORY OF

tribes, four urban and thirty-one rural.
These tribes were made the basis both for
voting and for levies, and thus'became
more and more important. Within the
tribe the individual citizen was assessed
according to his property, so
that the man who was in a
position to bear the larger
burdens of the community
enjoyed also the privilege of voting. Those
without property were excluded on prin
ciple ; but the social grievances were at all
times successfully surmounted, since the
newly-conquered territory was always re-
distributed among indigent citizens or the
privileged classes of allies. The common-
wealth was thus victoriously advancing,
and the citizen body increased to an
extent that roused the astonishment of
the outside world. At the same time
it was prepared to adopt vigorous action
concerning every new question that arose.

In the north the Roman sphere of power
bordered on the Gauls. In the islands
the Carthaginians tried to make them-
selves more exclusively supreme, as
regards both the Syracusans and also

Extraordinary
Increase
of Citizens

>

|
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any interference from Italy. Economic
conditions, originally very simple, had
been somewhat more developed under

Greek influence since the settlement
in Campania. The oldest standard
of wvalue in Latium, as among all

pastoral peoples, seems to have been
cattle, which is shown by the name

‘“ pecunia ¥ (from pecus, cattle) for
““money "’ ; ten sheep were equivalent to
one oOx. - . :

Besides this, precious metals were

weighed out, and copper also, which served
as the ordinary medium of exchange.
The next step was to mark the bars
of copper officially—for instance, with
the figure of an ox. The later ones have
the inscription Romanom—that . is, Ro-
manorum ; over it is seen a pegasus, on
the reverse a flying eagle with

i‘;‘:’;ﬁ"’:c a thunderbolt in ifs claws.
From this was developed the
of Rome

oldest Roman coin, the as, on
the obverse a head of Janus, on the reverse
the bows of a ship, the arms of Rome, all
well executed, but massive. Rome appears
tohavebeeninadvanceofthe othcrwItalians.

- AT

'REMAINS OF THE SERVIAN WALL OF ROME, NEARLY 2,500 YEARS OLD

Parts still remain, such as this near the railway-station, of the walls of Rome built by the sixth king, Servius Tullius,
who surrounded the city with new walls after the Gallic disaster, making it an almost impregnable fortress.
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THE GIANT NATIONS OF THE ANCIENT
WORLD AND THEIR FIGHT FOR MASTERY

BEING THE STORY OF THE PUNIC WARS

WITH the entrance of Rome into general

commerce begins the struggle which
in its consequences determined the course
of history in our part of the civillsed world.
It was a contest between the foremost
power in Africa—in the ancient and nar-
rower sense of the word—formerly the ally
of the Etruscans, and the new leading
power in Italy. Often in later times these
waters have been the theatre of conflicts
and struggles for empire.

It was in the beginning a struggle for
Sicily. Besidés the Carthaginian power,
which had its strongholds in Lilybeum,
in Drepana, and in Panormus, and Syra-
cuse, which ruled the south-easterly part
of the island, Campanian mercenaries had
seized the power in Messana, through a
revolution, and set up a state there, in
which Oscan was the official language.

How th These so-called Mamertines
p::vic\; ., found themselves forced to call
Began 27 in the help of their Italian

kinsmen andeven of the Romans
if they did not wish to be overpowered by
the Syracusans and Carthaginians. Only
after considerable hesitation, and after the
Carthaginians had ‘already entered Mes-
sana, did the Romans determine to cross
the straits. After this the Carthaginian
garrison, by cunning, force, and negotia-
tions, was made to withdraw in 264 B.C.
The Romans remained in Messana, much
against the will of the Carthaginians and
the Syracusans, who did not, however,
long remain united. In the end Syracuse
itself went over to the Romans, in order to
win support against the selfishness of
Carthage. During their united action
- Agrigentum, a Greek town, but allied with
Carthage against Syracuse, was ,taken.
The Carthaginians retained only the places
on the western coast, especially Lilybzum,
to which at the same time assistance could
be sent from Caralis. On the other hand,

fy

the Romans renewed the attempt which
Agathocles, tyrant of Syracuse, had made
fifty years before to transfer the theatre of
war to Afrjca.

But a fleet that should be able to face
the Carthaginians had first to be built
and organised by the Romans;
and even then they were no
match for their antagonists
until they placed soldiers on
board the ships and, by the employment
of boarding-bridges, transferred to naval
warfare the manceuvres of the land army.
Thus in the year 260 B.C. the consul,
M. Duilius, succeeded in defeating the
Carthaginians at Myle, on the northern
coast of Sicily, and in annihilating half of
their fleet.

Encouraged in their projects, doubtless,
by this success, the consuls of the year
256 B.C. landed an army in Africa, in order
to compel Carthage tosubmit. As the war
dragged on, the senate ordered part of
the troops to return to Italy, while one of
the consuls, M. Atilius Regulus, encamped
with the other part near Tunis, and from
that point blockaded Carthage. But after
the Carthaginians had succeeded in
enlisting mercenaries, the Numidian
cavalry had hurried to their assistance,
and the Greek tactician Xantippus had
properly drilled the troops, Regulus sus-
tained a complete defeat in 255 B.C., and
only a small portion of his army saw
Italy again. The war was again restricted
to Sicily, Corsica having been pre-
viously occupied by the Romans.
On the whole, the Roman ad-
mirals proved themselves in-"
competent. In particular, they failed to
take Sardinia. The southern coast of
Sicily, which has no goéd harbour, and is
excessively exposed to the tempestuous
south wind, proved repeatedly disastrous
to the naval operations. Even at the
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present day ships sail from Cagliari, the
old Caralis, or from Marsala, the old
Lilybeeum, directly to Tunis, in the vicinity

of which ancient Carthage stood; but not -

from Syracuse or Agrigentum. In Western
Sicily the Carthaginians held the strongest
positions on land also—Lilybzum, Dre-
pana, and Mount Eryx, which commands
-the country eastward of Dre-
pana, and was renowned for its
temple of Venus. Mount Ericte,
above Panormus (now Monte
Pellegrino), was occupied by Hamilcar
Barca, the boldest of the Carthaginian
generals, and made the starting-point of
his raiding expeditions.

Both powers were weakened by a
struggle which lasted twenty-three years,
and was waged sometimes without spirit,
sometimes with renewed energy. In
Rome, which was the aggressive party,
there were conflicting views. At the
outset the senate, as well as the popular
assembly, had supported the operations in
Sicily, but their zeal cooled. The Italian
peasantry saw that they would win
nothing ; that only the wealthy traders
would gain by the continuance of the
war, especially since the state of war
stimulated profitable privateer-
ing. The great political aim,
the liberation of the coasts and
islands of Italy from the foreign
dominion, seemed no longer
attractive to the people. It
was sufficient that Corsica was
held, and that Syracuse was a
strong ally of Rome in Sicily.

The decisive turn in events
was given by the wealthy
private individuals in Rome
who directed the policy of the
state, when they adopted the
resolution of equipping a fleet
at their own cost, and of once

Hamilcar's
Army in
Sicily

L‘w-' e Pl <3
(MATTREGVYS (]
ATILIUS REGULUS

o = ne of the most eminent of _*|
more trying whether permanent the Roman commanders en- kingdom.

THE WORLD

their mercenaries to pay, which were
coiiected from Libya, Greece, Gaul,
Liguria, and even from among the Cam-
panians. Now, after this disaster, these
soldiers, who had long been put off with
promises, could no longer be restrained.
They refused to obey orders in Sicily,
and soon after in Sardinia and in
Africa. The Carthaginian generals,
who, with the exception of Hamilcar,
had lost the confidence of their troops,
adopted preposterous measures. Rome
had offered peace on condition that
Sicily was evacuated; Hamilcar, who
conducted the negotiations, laid great
stress on the importance of keeping
Caralis for Carthage, and had given up
Lilybeum and Drepana in exchange.
In the meantime, the mercenaries were
Th led over to Africa, although
e Carthage :
Mercenaries 10 Means were forthcoming to
in Revolt satisfy their demands, and no
plans had been formed for
keeping the mutinous masses in check.
The Carthaginian government had - com-
pletely lost its head ; incompetent aristo-
crats got themselvesappointedas colleagues
of Hamilcar, with equal powers, until he
suddenly withdrew. The soldiers then
mutinied, and masses of them
chose leaders of their own,
Campanians, Gauls, or Libyans,
with the immediate object of
obtaining their pay. But the
movement might well have gone
further, and Carthage have
shared the fate of Messana,
where the Mamertines had
massacred the males, and taken
the women for their wives.
Even Syracuse had once been
saved from its mercenaries only
through the energetic measures
of Hiero, a service which gained
him the crown of the Sicilian
In the same manner

success could not be attained in S2€edintheFirstPunicWar. ¢, thage was now saved, after

Sicily. The attempt was successful. The
Carthaginian fleet, which, heavily laden
with reinforcements and provisions, was
steering towards the harbour of Drepana,
was attacked, defeated, and annihilated
off the Agatian Islands.

The moral effect was still greater than
the material loss. The Carthaginians
were at the end of their pecuniary re-
sources as much as the Romans were ; but,
while the latter were waging war with
their own forces, the Carthaginians had
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years of desperate efforts, by Hamilcar
Barca, to whom the terrified citizens
entrusted the supreme command with
unlimited powers. He brought about a
thorough reorganisation of the whole
political system. Hamilcar took over the
command of the army and the direction
of foreign affairs. The aristocratic party,
which had shown itself as incapable in
carrying on the war as in checking the
mutiny, was completely crippled for the
future, while Hamilcar handed down his
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SOLDIERS OF THE ARMY THAT SAVED ITALY FROM HANNIBAL
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A fine sculpture in high relief from the base of the Antonine Column, re})resenting soldiers of the victorions Roman army,

which, as Tacitus said, went out not to battle but to war.

post 6f general of the state first to his son-in-
law, and then to hisson. Their policy was
directed towards an aggressive war against
Rome, which had deprived them of their
superiority at sea. The Romans perfidiously
availed themselves of the revolt of the mer-
cenaries to seize Sardinia and, above all,
Caralis, a point most important for the
position of Carthage in the world; and
the Punic capital, busied with internal
disorder, had been unable to prevent this.
Hamilcar Barca, like any other Cartha-
ginian, had never been able to forgive
the Romans for this step.

If we would realise the importance of
Caralis to the commercial and political
power of Carthage, we must study the com-
mercial treaties of the Carthaginians. From
them we see that the foreign trade was
- organised in Carthaginian Sicily on a much
freer system than in Africa or in
Sardinia, which seemed an island
belonging to the southern con-
tinent. Trade was here strictly
supervised, and the Sardinian Sea closed
to the subjects of a state which was not
admitted to treaty rights. The indigna-
tion of the Carthaginians at the loss of
Sardinia had greatly contributed to the
granting of full power to Hamilcar in
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Hamilcar’s
Scheme of
Vengeance

It is one of the least damaged reliefs of its kind in Rome.

carrying ‘out his far-sighted scheme of
vengeance. Since Carthage was outstripped
at sea, Hamilcar was driven to begin Jand
operations, in order to acquire for Carthage
enlarged spheres of commerce, and to
renew her position as a power.
He went with his army to Spain,
where the Pheenicians had till
now occupied merely the south
coast and the Balearic Isles. Thence
he puslied into the interior, seized the
mining districts, and founded in the neigh-
bourhood ‘an arsenal, with the significant
name of ‘“ New Carthage.” The admini-
stration was completely in the hands of
the general, who struck coins of his own,
and set about bringing the Spanish chiefs
into relations of personal loyalty to
himself. The Spanish trade with Africa
revived.

" Nothing is more characteristic of the
citizens of Carthage than that they re-
garded the whole enterprise from the:
commercial point of view, as one intended
to replace the lost market with a new one.
Only on the north coast was there com-
petition with some Greek towns, which
were favoured by Massilia and thus
indirectly by Rome. The Romans de-
manded that Carthage should not cross the

Founding
of New
Carthage
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line of the Ebro, and concluded with
Saguntum, which actually lay to the south
of that river, a treaty which was ex-
pressly recognised by Hasdrubal. The
Greck towns in’ the country, moreover,
took an active part in -the newly-opened
trade with Africa, and -assimilated their
currency to the Carthaginian monetary
standards, as had been already
done in Sicily by the Car-
thaginians, who elsewhere
retained their Babylonian-
Tyriansystemof coinage. The Carthaginian
commanders required time to complete
their scheme of organisation. Hamilcar
trained his army and the future generals
by constant wars with the natives. Though
the business interests of the republic
were too vast to allow of any hard-and-
fast policy, the preparations for the .war
of revenge were carried on for decades in
Spain with marvellous pertinacity.

Meantime, the Romans secured the
frontiers of their Italian dominion, in the
country of the Po, and on the Illyrian
coast. They chastised
the pirates of the
coasts of Dalmatia
and Epirus, who
harassed the trade
between the seaports
of Picenum and the
country of the
Senones and the
Greek places on the
islands and on the
mainland. The Gallic
tribes north of the
Po also, especially the
Insubrians, were at-
tacked, and two
colonies were founded
to guard the passages
of the rivér, which
were called Cremona
and Placentia.

Even the country
lying further back,
which  was still
swampy or wooded in
many parts, was now
opened up, and only 'the way across the

- Central Apennine passes was avoided, since
the Roman ‘generals preferred to march by
a long circuit over the Umbrian Mountains
in the east or over the most westerly pass
from Pis® to Placentia. Here, in the Keltic
country, everything was still incomplete;
theterritoryof the Senoneshad beenallotted

Long
Preparations
for Revenge

~
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HANNIBAL, THE CARTHAGINIAN GENERAL heknewhe wassecure.

Hannibal, son of Hamilcar, and a greater military genius, Hannibal. after sub-
led the Carthaginian army in the Second Punic ]

to Roman settlers, after the former in-
habitants had been ' expelled by force,
and the opposition of the Boii was still
to be broken, so that no one at this time
contemplated a new war between Rome
and Carthage. The Carthaginians could
make great exertions in the subjugation
of Iberia, the Romans in their wars
against the Kelts. Between them lay
the civilised zone of Massilia, which
stretched far into Gaul and the Alps,
and after the close of the First Punic
War had come into fresh prominence
Death of fsea. It was only owing to
the Great UDIOTESCEN OCCurrences that the
Hamilear cHorts of Carthage did not lead
to a permanent consolidation of
its power in Spain. Hamilcar Barca, after
nine years of splendid achievement, was
killed in an attack by the enemy in 229 B.c.

The army and the Carthaginian generals
present- recognised his son-in-law, Has-
drubal, as commander ; Hamilcar’s three
sons, whom he had taken with him to
Spain, Hannibal, Hasdrubal, and Mago,
were not yet grown
up, the eldest being
only nineteen years
old. The new com-
mander pursued the
aims of Hamilcar
until he too fell, in
22158 B.C5; =iy LEam
assassin’s hand. The
officers and .the army
now raised the young

Hannibal to the
supreme command,
but not without

loud opposition in
Carthage against this
family policy. This
was the reason that
Hannibal -made an
active start to main-
tain his position. If
once the war with
Rome was on them,

4" duing some of the
tribes of Central Spain, advanced against
Saguntum and besieged it with all his
forces. He did not trouble himself about
the intervention of the Romans; and,
indeed, such intervention would have had
little effect at Carthage. Thus, war was
decided on; the senate at Rome
deliberated the question at every meeting
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HANNIBAL AS A BOY SWEARING ETERNAL ENMITY TO ROME

In Hannibal's early life Spain was the great scene of Roman and Carthaginian rivalry. The boy was educated in his
father’s camp, experiencing all the rough life of campaigning, and at nine passed into Spain with his father, when the

latter made him take a solemn vow never to be at peace with Rome.

until the capture of Saguntum was
announced. Then it was decided to begin
hostilities simultaneously in Africa and in
Spain at the beginning of the following
year, 219 B.C.

Every preparation had been already
made at Carthage for this event. Africa
was supplied with a strong garrison from
Spain in order to keep in check the Libyan
subjects and also the allied tribes, and to
guard against any landing of the Romans.
A second army, under the command of
Hasdrubal, brother of Hannibal, was to
hold Spain, not merely for Carthage, but
especially for the Barcide. Thence were to
be sent the reinforcements which Hannibal
might at any time require. Hannibal,
with the flower of the army, was
to cross the Pyrenees, march
through Gaul, and join hands
with the Kelts on the other
side of the Alps, who were still fighting
against Rome, or were inclined to rebel
—a magnificent plan, and carefully pre-
pared, since already an understanding
had been arrived at with the Italian
Kelts. Its practicability, however, had
been over-estimated, owing to the deficient
geographical knowledge of the time;
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Hannibal’s
Plan of
Campaign

Reprodnced from the painting by Benjamin West.

Hannibal lost half of his troops on the
march. Besides this, it had been pre-
maturely undertaken in so far as Spain
had not yet been completely pacified ; but,
whatever the result, it was a marvellous
undertaking. Carthaginian officers who
accompanied Hannibal, as well as Roman
senators who served in the campaign,
Fabius Pictor, Cincius Ali-
mentus, and others wrote on
the subject. Two generations
later these materials were
worked up in a well-ordered way by the
Greek Polybius of Megalopolis. who, during
a prolonged stay in Italy, came into close
relations with the foremost Roman families,
among them the Scipios.

At Rome, after the news of the capture
of Saguntum and when negotiations had
been broken off, it was resolved to send
one cotsular army on a fleet of one
hundred and sixty ships from Sicily to
begin an attack on Africa, and to
despatch a second to Spain. When this
latter landed in the territory of Massilia
the news came of Hannibal’s march
through the country. A cavalry detach-
ment, sent out to reconnoitre, engaged
the enemy in a skirmish, without being

Contemporary
Chronicles of
the Punic War
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able to block the Carthaginian general’s
passage over the Rhone, or to prevent him
from continuing his march to the Alps.
The consul P. Cornelius Scipio thereupon
determined to send a part of his troops
into Northern Spain under the command
of his brother, Gnzus, but with the other
part to return to his starting-point, Pise,

and from there to march to

g:e‘;‘l‘:f::: Placentia, where, meantime,
St two prators were conducting

operations against the Kelts.
Five months after his start from Carthago
Nova, in the late autumn of the year
218 B.c., Hannibal arrived with 20,000
fool. soldiers and 6,000 horse among the
Kelts of Upper Italy, after crossing the
Alps by a pass which cannot be exactly
determined ; it is noteworthy that he
brought with him elephants, which suffered
much on this march. He had to fight
innumerable skirmishes with the Keltic
mountain tribes ; and then, when he had
reached the plain, the Ligurian tribe of
the Taurini showed themselves so hostile
that their capital, the present Turin, had
to be stormed. )

Other Keltic tribes, however, especially
the Insubrians, near the present Milan,
showed themselvesat onceready to support
the Carthaginians against the Romans, with
whom they had fought years before ; and
when Hannibal won considerable successes,
first on the Ticinus, the present Ticino,
against the consul P. Cornelius. Scipio,
then to the south of the Po, on the river
Trebia, where the defile leads into the
country of Placentia, against the troops
arrived from Sicily under the other consul,
Tiberius Sempronius Longus, a general
defection ensued. Even the Ligurians,
settled in the south on both sides of the
mountains, went over to Hannibal, so
that- he could take up winter quarters
without molestation, and obtain news as
to the passes over the Apennines, which
were to be crossed at the beginning of the
the next campaign. Hamilcar’s
plan of carrying the war into
Italy had succeeded, though at
a great loss in men and animals.
The Roman plan of campaign had failed
_in the first year. Both consuls were
beaten, and the troops sent to Spain were
in a dangerous position, as the Punic
cruisers cut off all supplies. The excite-
ment at Rome was intense. The con-
sular elections were impending. There
were factions even after the settlement

Rome
in a State
of Crisis

of the struggle with the plebeians, who
since then had the nomination of one
consul. The people were still influenced
by agrarian conditions. In the year
233 B.C. their leader, C. Flaminius, had pro-
posed and carried the distribution of
the Gallic territory north of Picenum
among Roman citizens. This C. Fla-
minius, who did not enjoy the confidence
of the other party, was chosen consul as
representative of the plebeians ; his patri-
cian colleague was Cn. Servilius.

The question how the war was to be
conducted was hotly debated at Rome.
The party of C. Flaminius was for an
energetic attack, the rival party for a
more cautious policy. The existing
Roman constitution involved the election
of two commanders, who followed the
suggestions of their party. To Cn.
Servilius fell the supreme command of
the army collected at Ariminum; to
C. Flaminius that over the second army,
posted at Arretium in Etruria. Each
consisted of two legions of five thousand
(or, precisely, 5,200) foot-soldiers and
three hundred cavalry. In addition came
the divisions of the allies, so

}Ti;::::’::m that the force of Cn. Servilius
b € was raised to forty thousand

foot and four thousand horse.
and that of C. Flaminius to thirty thousand
foot and three thousand horse. It was
proposed to block the march of the Car-
thaginians on Rome, should they advance
by the Via Flaminia or one of the Ligurian
and Etrurian passes. Similar operations
had been conducted in the last campaigns
against the Kelts, in 225 B.c., when the
Kelts invaded Etruria. Besides this, a
reserve army of eight thousand men was
placed in the Umbrian Alps, near Plestia,
under C. Centenius, a man who held no
office, to whom the prator of the city
had given the command because he
himself did not venture to leave the city.
The start of the two consuls took place,
at least as far as C. Flaminius was con-
cerned, under unfavourable auspices, a
circumstance which the conservative
party employed later greatly to their own
advantage.

All was still in confusion when Hannibal
advanced to the attack. He did not
cross the nearest pass, but merched to
the west, where he could avoid the positions
of Lucca and Pistoja, and march between
them, along the swampy plain of the
Arno, to Fasule, a route that no one
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had considered possible, so that Flaminius
was completely surprised. From Fasule,
Hannibal struck southward, hardly giving
his followers time to recover from the
exhausting march, and laid waste the
country right under the eyes of the enemy.
Flaminius’ staff were, however, opposed
to attacking until the junction with Cn.
Servilius was accomplished.

:I;:tl(j:ct‘ltmke Hannibal then threw himself
Trasi between the hostilearmies. He
rasimene

did not here attack Flaminius,
whose attention was chiefly directed to
guarding Clusium, but turned south of
Cortona, along the lake of Trasimene,
towards Perusia, whence he could reach
the Flaminian Way, the other road which
led to Rome. Hannibal foresaw that the
consul, fearing to risk his popularity by
longer delay, would follow him, and laid
an ambush for Flaminius near the lake,
which is surrounded on the north by a
range of hills. The Roman army fell
into the trap; on a misty morning,
attacked simultaneously in front and in
the rear, it was completely broken up;
C. Flaminius himself was killed, and the
next day the Roman vanguard, which
had escaped, was compelled to surrender.

The road by Fulginium was thus open
to Hannibal. He sent on his advance
guard as far as Spoletium and Narnia,

PERUGIA’S PEACEFUL LAKE, THE
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places which were put into a state of
siege ; the bridges also were broken down.
In consequence, Hannibal resolved to
try the other road, which the victory at
Trasimene had opened. He first broke
up the reserve army of the Romans on
the height of the Camerinian Alps, near '
the lake of Plestia. Hannibal then
crossed over to Picenum. Servilius, who,
on receiving news, had sent out his cavalry
from Etruria and followed with the
infantry, saw that he had come too late.

Without making an attack, he withdrew
to Ariminum and the fortresses near the
Po, while Hannibal reached the coast of
the Adriatic Sea on the tenth day after
the battle at Trasimene, and there ob-
tained rich sources of supplies for his
troops. The horses in particular, whose
numbers had been much diminished by
the exertions of the campaign

;‘;‘im;‘e'z":" so far, were the object of Hanni-
. bal’s greatest attention. He
Carthage

equipped his Libyan infantry
with Roman weapons, since these had
proved superior in the previous battles.
Booty was abundant. Joy reigned at
Carthage, and the necessary reinforcements
were sent to Spainas well as to Italy. The
countries of the east had already fixed
their eyes on affairs in Italy, since the whole ,
basin of the Mediterranean must have been

e e s
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T BATTLE IN THE PUNIC WAR

Lake Trasimene, now the Lake of Perugia, is celebrated for the great battle fonght here between Hannibal and
Flaminius, 217 B.c., when the Romans lost between 6,000 and 15,000 lives, and 10,000 men were taken prisoners.
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THE FLAMINIAN WAY: PART OF THE ACTUAL ROAD TAKEN BY HANNIBAL

L i

The Via Flaminia, now the Furlo Pass, the direct road to Rome through the Apennines, fell to Hannibal as the resulf
of his victory at Trasimeirte over C. Flaminius, the bnilder of this famons way, near which the railway now runs,

concerned in the outcome of a struggle
which had assumed such dimensions. At
Rome all was confusion when the news
of the defeat ‘at Lake Trasimene, and soon
after of that at Plestia, arrived. As it
was thought that the enemy must imme-
diately advance against the capital, the
divisions of seniors, who were not bound
to serve in the field, were called out ; at
the same time, with the omission of the
usual formalities, since the one consul was
dead and the other absent, Q. Fabius Maxi-
mus, the old leader of the conservatives
against the agitations of C. Flaminius, was
appointed dictator. Sixteen yefrs before
he had celebrated a triumph over the
Ligurians. 3

Fabius took over the army of Cn. Servi-
lius, strengthened it by new levies, and
followed Hannibal, who, mean-
time, marched through the
country of the Preatutti (from
whom the “ Abruzzi” derivesits
name), the Marrucini, and the Frentani,
meeting with no resistance ; for here, on the
east coast, the Romans had no colony south
of Hadria,while the federal towns possessed
only antiquated fortifications. All that
remained loyal to Rome was ravaged by
Hannibal. At the same time, he accelerated-
the process of defection from Rome. The

Hannibal's
Triumphant
Progress

opposition of the individual tribes and
towns to Rome revived ! all that had been
suppressed by the Romans rose once more.
In Lower Italy there was the rivalry of the
Lucani and Bruttii with the Greek towns;
in Apulia, the opposition of Canusium and
Arpi; in Campania, the intolerance of the
Roman rule; and the same with the
Samnites. But the Latin
colonies everywhere re-
mained true to Rome, and
Hannibal was therefore com-
pelled to take the Adriatic littoral north
of Apulia as the base of his operations.
The policy of Q. Fabius Maximus was to,
conduct the war cautiously, since, indeed,
C. Flaminius, holding the opposite view,
had lost his army and his life by his im-
petuous action. Accordingly, when he
reached Apulia from Latium, Fabius
marched after the enemy at a safe dis-
tance, and avoided every encounter, in the
hope of wearying and outmanceuvring
the Carthaginian general. But Hannibal
comprehended this method of fighting,
since he was accustomed to study, not
merely the country, but the opposing
general. He attacked the allies, who re-
mained loyal to the Romans, before the
eyes of the “ Delayer,” or Cunctator. He
crossed into the valley of the Volturnus
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and ravaged the territory of Beneventum.
He advanced into Campania, where he
plundered the rich land north of Capua.
He then went unhindered past Samnium
into the territory of the Frentani, in which
he accumulated great stores for the winter,
without being attacked by the dictator;
so that, finally, Q. Fabius lost his reputa-
tion with the army and the
e popular assembly. Themore
Final Effort -.energetic magister equitum,
M. Minucius, was given equal
powers with the dictator, an unparalleled
step.  But when M. Minucius, soon after-
wards, through his rashness, came near to
being crushed by Hannibal, and Fabius
went to his aid, popular feeling changed
once more in favour of the dictator. His
term of office expired after six months’
tenure, when Cn. Servilius, as consul, began
to officiate again, together with the col-
league chosen in place of C. Flaminius.
There were already agitations about the
consular elections of the ensuing year.

L. Emilius Paullus, who had previously
held a command in the wars against the
Kelts and the Illyrians, was chosen out of
the patricians; C. Terentius Varro, who
had led the opposition against Q. Fabius
Maximus, was the plebeian choice. The
senate resolved to raise the consular
armies to double their ordinary strength—
that is, that each consul should have four
legions instead of two under his com-
mand. This, with the contingents of
allies, would give an army of 80,000 men.
Troops were also sent against the Kelts
on the Po, who had provisioned the
Spanish army. The consuls of the pre-
vious year and the more experienced
troops were assigned to the army operating
against Hannibal in order to resist him
more stubbornly. The war was to be
decided once for all this year, 216 B.C., by
one mighty effort.

Hannibal had encamped during the
winter with his army, which amounted to
40,000 foot and 10,000 horse,

Rome Pcepares

Personal 2+" Gereonium, in the country
Power of B :

: of the Frentani. His strength
Hannibal

lay in his cavalry, and after
that in the troops which he had brought
with him from Spain. The Kelts, who had
shared the march through the swamps of
Etruria, the battle of Trasimene, and the
passage over the mountains into Lower
Italy, would never have followed another
general as they did Hannibal, whose
bravery filled them with awe, and whose
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successes astonished them. He was the
soul of an army composed of soldiers of the
most distinct nationalities ; there were
Africans, Iberians, Ligurians, Kelts, men
from the Balearic Islands, and emigrants
from the Greek towns of Sicily, where one
party favoured Carthage, and most of its
leaders were, consequently, in exile at
Carthage. Hannibal himself, married to a
Spanish wife, and possessing the Greek
education then prevalent in the basin of the
Mediterranean, revered, next to his father
Hamilcar, Alexander the Great and Pyr-
rhus of Epirus, whom he took as models.

Maharbal, his second-in-command, who’
had done excellent service at Trasimene
and at Plestia, stood at his side.  After
the decisive battle in Etruria, he had
followed the surviving Romans and had
concluded terms of surrender with them,
which were disregarded by Hannibal. The
latter ordered the Roman citizens to te
thrown into chains, but let the allies go
free. He waged war, he said, only with
Rome. By this policy he hoped to dis-
solve the Italian confederacy, to restrict
Rome once more to Latium, and to make
Campania and Samnium inde-

g::; : pendent. This had been the
Fo:gh’tghr state of affairs some hundred

years before, when the first
commercial treaties between Rome and
Carthage were effected. Sardinia and
Western Sicily were to become once more
Carthaginian, and Syracuse was to with-
draw from the alliance with Rome. The
Carthaginian plan included a general
political reaction towards the old state
system.

This was the stake played for when
Hannibal, in the year 216 B.C., opened the
campaigne in Apulia. The Romans had
accumulated their supplies in the district
of Canusium, near Cannz, in the well-
cultivated country on the river Aufidus,
which was protected against an immediate
attack of the Carthaginians by the colony
of Luceria, and in the south had a strong-
hold in the colony of Venusia. Hannibal,
nevertheless, was successful in taking
Cannz, by which means he came into
possession of a strategically important
point. This brought on the decisive battle
for which both sides wished.

Hannibal, in order to manceuvre his
cavalry, required a level country, a
battlefield which, therefore, the Romans
ought to have avoided. But they were
without any unity of leadership, for the two
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consuls held the command on alternate
days, as prescribed by the Roman con-
stitution. Nor could the two commanders
agree, so that the choice of the battle-
field was left to the enemy.

Hannibal posted the Iberians and the
Africans on the wings, the Kelts in the
centre, where he himself was. He knew that
the Kelts would stand firm if it was war to
the death, and, besides that, they had him
with them. The infantry, generally, was to
keep the serried columns«#f the Romans
engaged, and the cavalry to operate on the
flanks and in the rear of the enemy until an
advance should complete their overthrow.
This ably planned manceuvre succeeded
entirely, and resulted in a defeat such as
the Romans never before or since
sustained. The “ black ”’ day of the Allia,
when the Kelts overthrew the Romans,
was matched by the “black” day of
Cannz, when Hannibal conquered the two
consuls of whom Amilius Paullus, with
many others—including Cn. Servilius—
perished. Terentius Varro escaped to
Venusia. The Roman army lost seventy
thousand men, while the rest were scattered
The Romans in all directions. Hannibal
Yers seexlnedf tlc;‘have]'attameéi t}?e

oal of his policy, and his
Forgup Mon fgather’s plan appeared to be
completely realised. Not only Arpi in
Apulia, Tarentum and the other Greek
towns of Lower Italy—Rhegium excepted
—with the majority of the Bruttii, but
even Capua, the second town in Italy
after Rome, with which it had been for
more than one hundred years closely
united, went over to the Carthaginians,
and Hannibal declared his intention of
making Capua the first town of the penin-
sula. Syracuse also broke the treaty with
Rome and joined the Carthaginians. King
Philip of Macedonia meditated opening
negotiations with Hannibal, since the
interests of his kingdom on the Illyrian
coast had been harmed by rep=ated attacks
of the Romans. Egypt alone of the
eastern powers observed a friendly
neutrality towards Rome, since Alexandria
disputed with Carthage the position of the
first commercial city.
suffered immensely during the war, drew
its supply of grain from Egypt.

The Roman government called out for
service the entire male population capable
of bearing arms. Even slaves were brought
into the ranks of the legions on the
promise that they should be emancipated

Italy, which had

WITH CARTHAGE

if they fought well. This shows the
favourable position which upto this time
the servants enjoyed under the patres
familiarum. Rome thus placed on a war
footing in one year twenty-two or twenty-
three legions, not full ones, of course,
while at the beginning, in 217, only
thirteen legions in all were put into the

; field. In addition, there were
:l‘b;) Cliy tefroops outside of Italy, in
Isnn-a;sspem Sardinia, Sicily, and in Spain.

There was the necessity of being
on the watch against a diversion from
Macedonia ; and, consequently, a garrison
was kept up in Brundisium. Finally, one
or two armies were kept in the north to
intercept contingents from the Keltic
country or reinforcements from Spain.
But without reinforcements Hannibal was

- not in a position to assume the offensive
against Rome by himself, while the
Romans could send out their forces, under
their best commanders, to the critical
points ; first of all, against Syracuse and
Capua, over the defection of which the
greatest bitterness prevailed.

The siege of the two towns, the scenes of _
the chief operations of the next years, was
difficult, owing to the desperate resistance
of the guilty parties. But it was successfully
brought to a close, and a terrible retribu-
tion was enacted. Syracuse was sacked
and then changed into a provincial town
in 212 B.C. In Capua, after the execution
of all suspected persons, the town territory
was proclaimed forfeited to the victor,
by which means the most fertile part of
Campania became the public domain of
the Romans. The town itself was reduced
to a village, a sort of appanage of the
temple of Diana on Mount Tifata, a famous
place of pilgrimage above the town,
which was not molested on religious
grounds. The territory of the Capuans
remained in this position till the time of
Julius Cesar. Hannibal had in vain
staked everything to free Capua. Once,
Haaiibiat in a bold march, of which
B e e later writers had many
Walls of Rome stories to relate, he had

advanced right up to the

walls of Rome, in order thus to draw off
the blockading army. There was great
alarm in Rome at his approach, but Hanni-
bal could not seriously attempt an attack
on the well-fortified capital, and withdrew.

The Carthaginians had tried to relieve

Syracuse by their fleet. But it was shown

that Rome, since the end of the first Punic
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War, had the superiority at sea. In
Spanish waters Massilia, her ally, offered
the desired support. The Carthaginian
fleet proved too weak, and did not risk a
battle.  Communication with Carthage,
which had been open after the battles at
Lake Trasimene and at Cannz, was now
cut off. It followed that Hannibal could
no longer be informed of - _
important matters, while the
Romans, with their priva-
teers, took prisoners, from
whom they received timely
news of the plans of their
great adversary.

The alliance with Philip of
Macedon was not effective,
because guerrilla warfare. in
Greece, especially with the
Atolians, demanded the at-
tention of King Philip of
Macedonia and his Achzan
allies, and then the Romans
made a demonstration with
a fleetin Greek waters. Han-
nibal stood on the defensive,

" without trying to bring
matters to a decision. The
Romans took Tarentum from
him, but lost in the year 208
B.C. both consuls, for whom Hannibal had
laid an ambush. He wished, however, to
await the reinforcements which his brother,
Hasdrubal, was to bring him overland from
Spain. Although the Carthaginians had
experienced a heavy blow from the young
P. Cornelius Scipio, the son of the consul,

when he took New Carthage by

n il

SCIPIO A

, ﬁiiﬁ:ﬂs a stratagem and made their allies
1 waver, Hasdrubal succeeded in
Brighten

crossing the Pyrenees and in
leading his army through Gaul over the
Alps, under decidedly more favourable
conditions than his brother had done ten
years before—a proof of the important
effect which the march of Hannibal had
produced even in subsequent years towards
opening the lines of communication from
the west to the east.

The winter of 208-207 B.c. Hasdrubal
spent in Keltic territory, planning in the
spring to advance to Umbria by the
Flaminian road. This plan was frustrated,
because the messengers of Hasdrubal never
reached his brother, but were captured. The
whole plan was betrayed to the Romans,
who could take their counter-measures. One
consular army, under M. Livius Salinator,
guarded the Flaminian road; the other,

2648

FRICANUS

Took the name of Africanus because
it was he who engaged Hannibal on
African soil and won the decisive
victory over the forces of Carthage.

THE WORLD

under C. Claudius Nero, opposed- Hannibal
in Lucania. When Claudius learned from
the captured despatches the combined
movements of the Carthaginian generals
he determined on a bold manceuvre, which
proves that the Roman commanders had
greatly improved in strategy in the war
with Hannibal. Nero left part of his
troops behind, facing Hanni-
bal, who undertook no serious
operations, but awaited news.
The Romans had other prin-
ciples than we moderns for
the rapid concentration of an
army on one point. The
consul hurried on northward
with the best troops, while he
requisitioned waggons and
placed his men in them, in
order to unite with M. Livius
for the dec.sive blow against
Hasdrubal. They met him
south of the River Metaurus,
near Sena Gallica. Hasdrubal
. did not wish to fight alone;
but while trying to escape
he was defeated and,slain.
The expedition coming to
his aid from North Jtaly.
strengthened by the Kelts.
an expedition on which Hannibal rested
all his hopes, was frustrated by this battle.
Nerc hastened back after the battle as
quickly as he had come, and in six days
he was again with his troops in the south.
The head of Hasdrubal was thrown into
his brother Hannibal’s camp.

From that time Hannibal gave up the
was as lost, but maintained his position in,
the country of the Bruttii, although re-
stricted to a constantly diminishing terri-
tory. He finally took up his position in
the country round Croton, not far from the
Lacinian Promontory, where the famous _
shrine of Juno stood. Here he placed a
votive offering with an inscription, in which
he stated the number of the troops with

which he had come out of

The Tide  Spainintoltalytofight Rome,
uras H8anst his hereditary foe. Castra
Carthage

Hannibalis remained in the
recollection of later ages as the name of the
place. The decisive blow came from the
secondary theatres of war. P. Cornelius
Scipio had formed alliances in Spain with
the Numidian chiefs, among whom there
were two rivals—the young Masinissa and
Syphax. Mago, the youngest brother of
Hannibal, finally evacuated the country of

v
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Gades, in order to cut his way through with
the fleet to Hannibal. Thereupon Scipio
received at Rome the consulship for zo5 B.c.
and at the same time the command in
Sicily, with permission to transfer the war
thence to Africa. In fact, Scipio landed
in the year 204 B.C. in Africa, where the allies
of the Carthaginians were then trouble-
some and Numidian dissension was at
work. The Carthaginian supremacy began
to totter, as formerly in the year 241 B.C.
Masinissa succeeded in taking the kingdom
of Syphax, and proved himself the most
active partisan of the Romans, in conse-
quence of which the Carthaginian troops
were everywhere beaten. In these cir-
cumstances the Carthaginian

::::l'lt:l (o government resolved tosummon
Eadibhige <10 their aid Hannibal and his

army from Italy. It was in
the year 202 B.C., sixteen years after

Hannibal had first trodden the soil of Italy. *

He obeyed the summons. As negotiations
with Scipio led to no results, arms had to
decide. At Naraggara, in the vicinity of
Zama—there were two places of this name,
which makes the matter difficult to settle—
five days march from Carthage. the armies

met. The Carthaginians lost the battle,
since their opponents were far superior in
cavalry, and Scipio had manceuvred skil-
fully. After the fight Hannibal rode to
the coast, 200 miles away. He soon
became convinced that further resistance
was impossible. Terms of peace were pro-
posed, according to which Carthage gave up
all her foreign possessions, not
only the islands, but also Spain,
and renounced all aspirations
for an independent foreign
policy. She had to recognise Masinissa as
ruler. of Numidia, to surrender her fleet,
and pay the costs of the war. Carthage
was now a petty state, as Rome had been
150 years before. and was restricted to her
original territory. The allied towns, Utica,
Hadrumetum, Leptis, were put into a,
position to resist successfully the efforts
which Carthage made once more to con-
solidate her possessions.

By the peace of the year 201 B.C. the
positions of the powers in the basin of the
Mediterranean were finally changed. Car-
thage, whose influence formerly extended
from Phceenicia to the Pillars of Hercules,
had been hurled from her proud place;

Carthage
Loses her
Proud Place
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RUINS OF THE TEMPLES OF PZSTUM, A ROMAN COLONY IN LUCANIA
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One of the colonies which, founded after the %_ears of stress of the Hannibalic wars, established the superiority of the

Latin over the Greek population in Italy.
* 169

he above is taken from the painting by W.

Linton
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Italy, until then the plaything of foreign
nations, now set about arranging the
frontiers on a system much more favour-
able to herself, especially those of the
opposite coasts—Africa, Spain, Illyricum,
and Greece. But she had also gained a
firm place in the state system of the East.
Friendly relations had been established
s Cosndat with Egyptat the time hostili-
Trianan op . ties against Macedonia began

riumph of .

Rash in the last war; and as Mace-
donia, in combination with
Syria, opposed the annexations which had
been claimed or brought about by the
Ptolemies in favour of the Alexandrian
trade, Syria also was confronted with
Rome. Besides Egypt, the smaller states,
which were oppressed by the adjoining
great powers, such as Pergamus and
Rhodes, rested their hopes on Rome.
Macedonia was humiliated in the year 197
B.C. by the victory at the *“ Dogs’ Heads ”
(Cynoscephale, near Pharsalus), and the
Illyrian coast was permanently occupied.
But Greece, the mother of all higher cul-
ture in Rome, from an enthusiastic love of
Hellenism, was declared to be free.

Some years after, war followed with
Antiochus of Syria, who had interfered
with Greek commerce. Hannibal, who
had been exiled from Carthage, was ‘with
Antiochus, although the proud Seleucid
paid little heed to his advice. ~While
Macedonia remained neutral, Pergamus
and Rhodes caused the Romans, who had
driven Antiochus out of Greece, to cross
over to Asia in 190 B.C.
L. Cornelius Scipio, brother of Publius,
led the army across. Antiochus met
with so decisive a defeat at Magnesia on
the Sipylus that he was forced to evacuate
the territories this side of the Taurus,
then an important boundary between
states and races. At Ilium, Scipio greeted
the supposed kinsmen of the Romans.
Pergamus and Rhodes had ample territory
allotted to them, while the Galatians,
Ead of who for a century had played a
the Great Cli€f partin all Asiatic struggles,
Hannibas Vvere attacked and punished by
an expedition into their homes
in the year 189 B.c. Hannibal, hunted
from one corner to another, died by his
own hand at the little town of Libyssa in
Bithynia. There a Roman emperor of
Punic descent, Septimius Severus, erected
a monument to him almost 400 years
afterwards. Such was the end of the great
antagonist of the Romans. He died in

2650

The consul'

THE WORLD

183 B.C. at the age of sixty-five, at about
the same time as P. Cornelius Scipio.

The great revolution which the Hanni-
balic War had begun in Italy was now
completed. All the communities which
had deserted to Hannibal were punished
by the loss of their territory, which was
distributed among Roman colonists or
allies who had remained loyal. Tarentum,
Croton, Thurii, Sipontum, were made
colonies, and in this way the superiority of
the Latin over the Greek population was
established for the future. The same was
the case on the Lucanian coast, where
Pastum was founded as a colony. On the
gulf, northward, the town Picetia had
previously stood ; this was reduced to a
village, on account of its decided leaning
towards the Carthaginians, and the colony
of Salernum, the modern Salerno, was
planted on its territory. In the district
of Naples the colony of Puteoli was
founded, which soon attracted a great
share of the transmarine commerce.

In a similar way the Romans were active
on the northern frontiers. The Kelts and
Ligurians had to pay for their conduct in
showing themselves concilia-

I;mm“ tory and helpful to Hannibal.
C°w"‘ The two colonies of Placentia
onsolidated

and Cremona especially were
strengthened, the Apennine passes and the
valleys leading to them were cleared, and
complete cantons were transplan<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>